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Commentary
Verse 84 opens with the statement: '&& (They ask you). Who is asking? Related narratives show that they were the Quraysh of Makkah,
those who were coached to ask three questions from the Holy Prophet
B . The purpose was to test his prophet-hood and veracity. The questions were about RTih (spirit), AshZb al-Kahf (People of Kahf) a n d
Dhul-Qarnain. Two of these have already been answered. The story of
the People of Kahf has appeared earlier in this SGrah, 9-26. The question
about 'Riih' has appeared towards the later part of the previous SErah
(Bani Isra'il 17235). Who was Dhul-Qarnain and what happened to him?
This is the third question. (Al-Bahral-Muhit)
Dhul-Qarnain:His identity, period and country and the reason
why he was so named
Why was he named Dhul-Qarnain? ( t h e one having two horns)
R e g a r d i n g its r e a s o n , t h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s s a y i n g s , a n d s t r o n g
differences. Some said that he had two curly locks of hair, therefore, he
was called Dhul-Qarnain. Some others said that he ruled countries of
the East and West, therefore, he was named Dhul-Qarnain. There was
someone who also said that he had marks on his head that resembled
those of horns. I t appears in some narratives that he had wound marks
on both sides of his head, therefore, he was identified as Dhul-Qarnain.
Allah knows best. But, this much already stands determined that the
Qur'Zn has certainly not given him the name of Dhul-Qarnain. In fact,
this name came from the Jews. He may have been known by this name
with them. Whatever p a r t of t h e event of Dhul-Qarnain h a s been
mentioned by the Holy Qur'Zn is no more than what is described below:
"He was a righteous and just king who reached the East and
the West and conquered countries in between and ruled there
justly. All sorts of means had been provided to him by Allah
Ta'ZlZ in order to help him achieve his objectives. On the route
of his conquests, he traveled in three directions: to the far
West, to the far East and then to the mountain range in the
North. At the last mentioned place, he closed the pass in
between two mountains by a wall cast in molten metal which
made it possible for the people of the area to stay protected
against the pillage of Gog and Magog."
As for the question posed by the Jews to test the veracity and prophet-hood of the Holy Prophet B , the answer given had left them satisfied.
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They did not ask any more questions, such as: Why was he given the
name, Dhul-Qarnain? Which country did he come from? What period of
time did he belong to? This tells us that the Jews themselves took such
questions to be unnecessary and redundant. And it is obvious that the
Qur'Zn mentions only that part of history or stories which relates to
what is beneficial in the present life or in the life to come, or on which depends the understanding of something necessary. Therefore, neither did
the Qur'Zn take these things up nor were there any details about it described in any authentic Hadlth. And it was for the same reason that the
most righteous forbears of Islam, the SahZbah and the TZbi'in also paid
no particular attention to it.
Now the thing that remains to be addressed is this matter of historical narratives or that of the present Torah and Injil. Then it is also evident that perennial interpolations and alterations have not left even the
present Torah and 1nj;l intact as revealed Scriptures. Their status can
now be that of history a t the most. As for ancient historical narratives,
they are overwhelmingly filled with Isra'ili tales that come from no authentic source, nor have they been found trustworthy in the sight of the
learned of any time. Whatever the commentators have said in this matter is a compendium of these very historical narratives. Therefore, there
are countless differences in them. Europeans have given great importance to history in modern times. No doubt, they have carried out painstaking research in this field. Through archaeological excavations and collection of inscriptions and artifacts, they have tried to reach the reality
behind past events and in this process, they have come up with achievements not matched in earlier times. But, archaeological finds, inscriptions etc., can certainly help support an event but it is not possible to
read a whole event through these. For it, therefore, historical narratives
alone have become the basis. As for the validity of old historical narratives in these matters, we have just now learnt that their status is no
more than that of a story. In their books, scholars of Tafsir, classical or
modern, have reported these narratives in their historical status only no Qur'Znic objective depends on the element of their authenticity. Here
too, that which is necessary is being written with the same status in
view. A comprehensive research relating to this event appears in ' Q a ~ a s
al-Qur3Zn'by MaulZnZ Hifiur-RahmZn JL;hi eJ.
Readers with a taste

for history may see it there.
In some narratives, it appears that there have been four kings who
ruled over the whole world - two believers, and two, disbelievers. The believing kings are SayyidnZ Sulaiman $&\ and Dhul-Qarnain while the
disbelieving ones are Nimrod (NamrGd) and Nebuchadnezzar (Bukht
Nassar).
About Dhul-Qarnain, it is a strange coincidence that several men
have been famous in the world while bearing the same name. And it is
equally strange that the title Sikandar (Alexander) is also attached with
the Dhul-Qarnain of every period of time.
Approximately three hundred years before SayyidnZ Masih m \ ,
there is a king known as Sikandar (Alexander). He is identified with the
appellations of the Greek, the Macedonian, the Roman etc. He was the
one who had Aristotle (ArastLi)as his minister, who fought a war against
DarZ (Darius) and who conquered his country after killing him. This was
the very last person to have become known in the world by the name Sikandar (Alexander). Stories relating to him are comparatively more famous around the world, so some people have also equated him with the
Dhul-Qarnain mentioned in the Qur5n. This is totally wrong because
this person was a fire-worshipping polytheist. As for the Dhul-Qarnain
mentioned by the Qur'Zn, he may not be a prophet for 'Ulama'have differed about his being a prophet. But, everyone unanimously agrees that
he was a righteous believer - then, there is the textual authority of the
Qur'Zn in its own right which bears testimony to it.
Quoting Ibn ' A s a i r , HZfiz Ibn ~ a t h ?has
r given his complete family
tree in al-Bidayah wa an-NihZyah which ascends t o SayyidnZ IbrSihim
He has said, 'this is the Sikandar who is recognized as the Greek,
the Egyptian and the Macedonian, who founded the city of Iskandariyah
(Alexandria) after his name and the Roman calendar dates back to his
time. This Sikandar Dhul-Qarnain appeared after a long passage of time
from the first one. This time has been identified as being more than two
thousand years. He was the one who killed DZrZ (Darius), overpowered
the Persian monarchy and conquered their country. But, this person was
a polytheist. Declaring him t o be the one mentioned in the Qur'Zn is totally wrong. Ibn Kathir's own words are being quoted below:
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First of all, this research of Imam ibn Kathir, the great scholar of
Hadith and history, helps remove a misconception. I t clarifies that this
Iskandar, who lived three hundred years before SayyidnZ Masib @\,
who fought DarZ (Darius) and the Persian kings, and who is the founder
of Alexandria, is not the Dhul-Qarnain mentioned in the Qur5n. This
misconception seems to have affected some leading commentators a s
well. Abti HayyZn in al-Bahr al-Muhit and 'Allamah ' A ~ u s iin Rtih
al-Ma'ani have said that this very Dhul-Qarnain is the one mentioned in
the Qur5n.
The second point emerges from the sentence of Ibn Kathir: ;13$ '25
(he was a prophet). It shows that, in the sight of Ibn Kathir, the &eightie r opinion was that he was a prophet. Although, according to the majority of scholars, the weightier opinion is what Ibn Kath;r has himself reported on the authority Abi al-Tufayl from SayyidnZ 'Ali & that he was
neither a prophet nor an angel, rather was a righteous believer. Therefore, some 'UlamE have explained it by saying that the pronoun in: 3 3!:
(he was) reverts to Al-Khadir
and not to Dhul-Qarnain - which is
closer in sense.

a\

This leaves us with a problem. The Qur'Sin mentions Dhul-Qarnain.
Who is he? Which period of time did he belong to? Regarding this, sayings of 'Ulama' differ. According to Ibn Kathir, his time was the time of
Sayyidna IbrZhTm %&%,two thousand years before the time of Alexander, the Greek, the Macedonian. Al-Khadir &8\ was his minister. Ibn Ka-
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thTr has also reported from the early righteous elders in al-Bidiiyah wa
an-NihZyah that Dhul-Qarnain went for Hajj traveling on foot. When
found out about his arrival, he went out of MakSayyidnZ IbrZhim
kah to greet him. It is said that SayyidnZ IbrZhlm
also prayed for
him and passed out some good counsel to him. (Al-Bidgyah, p. 108, v. 3)
Tafsir Ibn KathTr reports from AdhrEqi that he did LawEf with SayyidnZ
IbrZhim
and offered sacrifice.

=\

And AbE al-RaihZn al-Bairuni h a s said in his book al-'AthZr
al-BEqiyah 'an al-Quriin al-KhZliyah that 'this Dhul-Qarnain mentioned
in the Qur'Zn is AbG Bakr ibn Samma ibn 'Umar ibn Ifriqls al-HimyarT,
the one who conquered the East and West of the Earth. Tubba' al-Hirnyar i al-Yaman? has shown pride in his poetry t h a t his grandfather,
Dhul-Qarnain, was a believer. He says:
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Dhul-Qarnain, my grandfather, was a believing Muslim
A king who conquered the non-believing Earth
He reached the Easts and the Wests seeking
Means of power from the noble Master.
Abii HayyZn has reported this narrative in al-Bahr al-Mubit. Ibn
KathTr has also mentioned it in al-BidZyah wa an-NihZyah. Ibn Kathir
adds that 'this Dhul-Qarnain is the first Tubba' (the title of the kings of
Yaman). He was among the Tababi'ah (plural of Tubba') of Yaman and
this is the same person who had ruled in favor of Sayyidnii IbrZhim
in the case of Bi'r Sab' (seven wells)' - (al-BidZyah, p. 105, v. 2). In all these
narratives, irrespective of the difference regarding the elements of his
identity, his time period has been identified as that of Sayyidnii I b r a i m

$!&I\.
As for the detailed discussion relating to Dhul-Qarnain provided by
MaulZna Hifiur-Rahmiin in his book, Qasas al-Qur'an, it can be stated
in a nutshell. It can be said that the Dhul-Qarnain mentioned in the
Qur'iin is the king of Persia who is called Khorus by the Jews, Cyrus by
the Greeks, Gorush by the Persians and Kai-Khusro by the Arabs. His
period is said to be the period of DZniyiil (Daniel)from among the prophets of Bani Isra'il - much later than the time of Sayyidnii IbrZhim @I.
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This brings it closer to the time of Iskandar al-Maqduni (Alexander, the
Macedonian), the killer of DZrZ (Darius).But, the learned MaulZna - like
Ibn Kathir - has also strongly maintained that Alexander, the Macedonian who had Aristotle as his minister cannot be the Dhul-Qarnain. The
former was a fire-worshipping polytheist while the later, a righteous believer.
According to his research about the detailed description of Bani
Isra'Tl falling into wrongdoing and rebellion twice, and of the respective
punishment given to them twice, as in SErah Bani Isra'il (al-'Isra'), the
Qur'Zn says on the occasion of the first transgression of Bani Isra'il: &
,GIJ.& I>G; $+L dC 2,i d Li; $2 (We sent upon you some of Our ser;ants having strogg aggressive power, who combed through the houses 17:s).Here, the men with 'strong aggressive power' are Nebuchadnezzar
and his supporting troops who killed forty thousand - seventy thousand
in some narratives - men from the Bani Isra'il in Baytul-Maqdis, while
taking more than one hundred thousand of them driven like a flock of
sheep to his city of Babel. After that, as regards the second statement of
~ Y I 6; (Then We gave you your turn to overpower
the Qur'Zn:
them - 17:6),'this event transpired a t t h e hands of the same king,
Kai-Khusraw (Khorus or Cyrus). He was a righteous believer. He confronted Nebuchadnezzar, secured the release of Bani Isra'il held as captives by him and rehabilitated them back into Palestine. He even went
on to resettle and repopulate the city of Baytul-Maqdis that was ransacked earlier to the limit that he managed to have all treasures and
major effects of Baytul-Maqdis carried away by Nebuchadnezzar from
there returned back into the possession of Bani Isra'il. Thus, this person
proved to be the savior of Bani Isra'il (the Jews).
I t is likely that of the questions the Jews of Madinah had set for the
Quraysh of Makkah which they would ask the Holy Prophet
to test
his prophethood, was this question about Dhul-Qarnain and that it had
an underlying reason. This question was special since the Jews took him
to be their savior and respected him.
In short, MaulanZ Hifiur-RahmZn has collected a sufficiently large
number of evidences from the prophesies of the prophets of Bani IsrZ'il
with reference to the present Old Testament as well as from historical
narratives to present his research on this subject. Anyone who finds it
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imperative to proceed towards additional research may consult it. My
purpose in reporting all these narratives was simply to bring into focus
sayings of leading Muslim scholars, historians a n d commentators a s
they relate to the life and time of Dhul-Qarnain. To decide as to whose
saying is weightier and worthier out of these is not part of my objective.
The reason is that things not claimed by the Qur5n nor explained by
Hadith are things we have not been obligated to fix and clarify on our
own for that responsibility does not rest on our shoulders. Thus, whichever saying turns out to be regarded as more weighty, worthy and sound,
the aim of the Qur'an will stand achieved after all. Allah knows best. Let
us now proceed to the explanation of the verses.

v)

Y ' L $ (I shall
Let us look a t the first verse cited above:
now recite to you a narration about him - 83). It prompts us to find out as
to why the Holy Qur'an has elected to bypass the possible shorter expression of '/$-dhikrah; (his narrations) a t this place and has opted for two
words:
& (('minhudhikra') (some narration about him)? Alittle reflection would reveal that these two words have been used as indicators.
They tell us that the Qur'Zn has not promised to narrate the entire story
of Dhul-Qarnain in its historical setting. Instead, it has stated that it
will mention it in part. This is evident from the use of the particle: &
(min) and the nunnation (tanwzn) of 'dhikra' - a distinct feature of Arabic grammar. As for the historical debate relating to the name, lineage
and time period of Dhul-Qarnain reported earlier, the Holy Qur5n has
already said in advance that it has skipped it as something unnecessary.

v)

G!;

(sabab) used in: & $2
$Ijl
(and provided for him
The word: -'
a way to everything - 84) is employed ik the Arabic lexicon to denote
everything harnessed to achieve an objective. I t includes material instruments and resources as well as knowledge, insight and experience etc.
,,
(al-Bahr al-Muhit). As for the expression: $2
J5 & (to everything), it means
all things needed by a ruler to run the state system. The sense of the
verse is that Allah Ta'Zl5 had provided for the righteous king Dhul-Qarnain practically everything needed a t that time in order that he could
maintain his just rule, establish universal peace and extend his area of
influence to other countries.
d

j

Verse 85: & $G (So he followed a way) means that - though, the material means related to everything, even those that would facilitate his
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access to every region of the world - however, the first thing he did was
to use his means to travel in the direction of the West.
(until when he reached
The statement in verse 86: 31
"$ $
where the sun sets) means that he reached the far limit towards the
West beyond which there was no populated area.
The word: &+(bami'ah) in the succeeding phrase: $+$2 2 (into a
miry spring) literally means dark marsh or mud carrying \he sense of
water beneath which there is dark mud and which causes the water itself to appear black. As for the sense of his seeing the Sun setting into
such a spring, it means that an onlooker perceived it as setting into the
spring because there was no habitation or dry land in sight. This is like
being in an open field while the Sun is setting where as far as one can
see there appears to be no mountain, tree, or structure, naturally one
who looks at the sight would feel that the Sun was sinking into the land
mass.

c>

Said in the sentence which follows immediately was:
C& 'Gjj
(and found near it a people), that is, near this dark spring, Dhul-Qarnain found a people. The later part of the verse shows that these people
were infidels. Therefore, as said in the next verses, Allah TaZlZ gave
Dhul-Qarnain the choice of punishing them right away for their infidelity. Or, if he so wished, he could choose to deal with them benevolently
by first asking them to consider the message of faith and bring them
round to embrace it through dissemination of information and good counsel. After that, he could reward those who believe and punish those who
do not. In response, Dhul-Qarnain elected to go by the second option. He
said that he would try to bring them to the straight path through good
counsel and advice. Then, he would punish those who stood by their infidelity and reward those who believed and did what was good.

a

The statement: $31
GG
(We said, '0 Dhul-Qarnain...) shows that
Allah Ta'ZlZ has ~ i m s e l fsaid this addressing Dhul-Qarnain. Now, if
Dhul-Qarnain is taken to be a prophet, there is no problem here. It will
mean that it was said to him through the medium of revelation. And if,
his prophethood is not to be recognized, there is only one way to rationalize the statement:
(qulna: We said) and the address: $$I GG Cya/O
Dhul-Qarnain). This way could be to take this address to have been
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made to Dhul-Qarnain through the medium of some prophet - as sugwith him. Then, it is
gested by the reported presence of Al-Khadir
also possible that this revelation is just not the kind of waby that is peculiar to a prophet or messenger of Allah. May be, it is a waby or revelation in the literal sense like the word: G;ij (awhaina: We revealed or
put into the heart) used in the Qur'Zn for the mother of SayyidnZ MGsZ
%%\ - though, there is no probability of her being a prophet or messenger
of Allah. But, Abl-i HayyZn says in al-Bahr al-Mul& that the command
given here to Dhul-Qarnain is a command to punish and kill those people. No such command can be given without the authority of a revelation
to a prophet. This action cannot be taken on the authority of Kashf (illumination) and IlhZm (inspiration), nor can it be activated through any
other source without the authority of waby (revelation) to a nabiyy
(prophet). For this reason, no probability other than the one being mentioned here is sound: Either Dhul-Qarnain himself is taken to be a prophet, or that there may be a prophet present during his time and i t is
through him that Dhul-Qarnain is addressed. And Allah knows best.

-

Verses 89 91

Thereafter, he followed a way [89] until he reached
where the Sun rises; he found it rising over a people for
whom We did not make any cover against it. [901 Thus it
was. We encompassed in knowledge whatever he had
with him. [91]

Commentary
The Holy Qur'Zn does describe this state of the people Dhul-Qarnain
found living towards the East meaning thereby that they were not accustomed to the use of ways and means like houses, tents and dresses to
seek protection against the Sun. But, it does not mention anything about
their faith and deeds, nor does it say what Dhul-Qarnain did to them.
However, it is obvious that these people too were infidels and Dhul-Qarnain handled them the way he had handled the people he had found in
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the West as mentioned earlier. But, describing it again a t this place was
not considered necessary since finding it out is also possible on the analogy of the previous event. (As in al-Bahr al-Muhit from Ibn 'Atiyyah)

-

Verses 92 98

Thereafter he followed a way [921 until when he reached
between the two mountains, he found on their hither
side a people who did not seem to understand anything
said. [931 They said, "0Dhul-Qarnain, the Ya'jiij and
Ma'jiij (Gog and Magog) are mischief-makers on the
earth. So shall we set for you a revenue, provided that
you make a barrier between us and them?' [941 He said,
'That which my Lord has placed under my control is better, so help me with strength and I shall make a rampart
between you and them. [951 Bring me ingots of iron."
(They proceeded accordingly) until when he leveled up
(the gap) between the two mountain-sides, he said,
"Blow." (They complied) until when he made it (like)
fire, he said, 'Bring me molten copper and I will pour it
upon this!' [961 So they (Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij) were not able
to climb it, nor were they able to make a hole in it. [971
He said, 'This is a mercy from my Lord. Then, when the
promise of my Lord will come, He will make it leveled to
the ground. And the promise of my Lord is always true."
[981
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Explanation of Difficult Words
1. The word 1"
used in the expression: ~ ' A I denotes what becomes a barrier against something. I t may be a wall or mountain and i t
may be natural or artificial. At this place, the word: $~.JI (as-saddain)
means two mountains that stood as a barrier against the intrusion of
Ya'jlij and Ma'jlij. But, they still attacked through the pass in between
the two mountains and which was closed by Dhul-Qarnain.

>>

2. The word:
(zubar) in: &$-&: (zubar al-hadid - 96) is the plural
of: o 3 j (zubrah) which means sheets in the sense of pieces, fragments or
ingots of iron which were to be used in the wall designed to block the
pass, obviously a stronger device as compared to bricks and rocks.

3. The word: >&J\
(as-sadafain - 96) signifies the two sides of the
mountain facing eich other.
4. According to most commentators, the last word: *I&

(qitr)in verse

96 means molten copper. There are some others who have explained 'qitr'

as molten iron or pewter. (al-QurtubI)

;el

5. The expression:
(dakkaa'a - 98) used about the wall means
what would crumble down to the level of the ground.

Commentary

The Identity of Ya'jiij Ma'jiij and the Location of the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain
A lot of absurd and strange things disseminated through Isra'ili
narratives and historical stories have found currency to the extent that
some commentators have also reported them in terms of their historical
status, though they themselves do not find them trustworthy. The truth
of the matter is that the Qur'Zn has mentioned it briefly and the Holy
Prophet %&\ has informed his community also about the details as and
where necessary. What has to be believed in as part of one's faith is limited to what has been covered in the Qur'Zn, and Hadith. Beyond that,
whatever historical and geographical information has been provided by
commentators, Hadith experts and historians could be correct, or might
a s well prove incorrect. As for the variant sayings of historians from
among those mentioned above, they are based on traces, analogies and
conjectures. Whether they are true or false, i t simply does not affect
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what the Qur'iiin says.
At this place, I would first quote AhZdith which, according to respected Hadith experts, are sound or trustworthy. After that, historical
narratives will be taken up to the measure of their need in the present
context.

u a d i t h Reports about Ya'jGj Ma'jiij
At least this much stands doubtlessly proved from the statements of
Qur'iiin, and Sunnah that Ya'jGj Ma'jEj are national entities from among
very much
human beings. They are the progeny of Sayyidniii N$
like them because so says the categorical statement (nu??)of the Qur'Zn:
3,p '4;+1? > w' which means that all human beings surviving on the
-2
Earth after the Flood during the time of Sayyidniii NGh
shall all be
from among his progeny. Historical narratives converge on the fact that
- which is supported by
they are of the progeny of Yafith son of
a weak Hadith as well. Regarding the rest of their antecedents, the
Hadlth of SayyidnZ an-Nawwiiis ibn Sam'Zn & is most detailed and
sound in authority. I t has been reported in the Sah<hof Muslim and in
all books of AhiiidIth recognized for their authenticity. Hadith experts declare it to be sound and authentic. This Hadith carries details concerning the appearance of Dajjd (anti-Christ), the coming of SayyidnZ %a
and then, the appearance of Ya'jiij Ma'jiij. A translation of this entire HadTth is being given below:

m\

m\

m\

a\

SayyidnZ an-NawwZs ibn Sam'Zn & says that one morning the Holy
mentioned Dajjal (anti-Christ) and while doing that he said a
Prophet
few things which showed the low and negative aspect of his profile (such
as his being one-eyed). Then, he also said a few things about him to the
effect that his emergence was a matter of ominous trial (such as Paradise and Hell being with him and other extra-ordinary aspects of his persona). His narration (gripped us with such fear) as if DajjZl was lurking
somewhere (in the nearby) grooves of the date palms.
When we presented ourselves before him in the evening, he read our
confused inner condition and asked, 'What is the matter with you?'
(What did you conclude from what I had said?). We submitted, 'You
talked about DajjZl in the morning. Of things you said about him some
seemed to belittle the matter of his emergence while you also said other
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things which seemed to highlight his matter to proportions of a great
trial to the extent that we thought he was present close to us in the
grooves of the date-palms!' Then he said, 'Not just the DajjZl, there are
other trials I fear may afflict you more (that is, the trial of DajjZl is not
as great a s you have taken it to be). If he appears - and I am among you
- I shall confront him personally without you. And if he appears - and I
am not among you - everyone will try to confront him in terms of his
courage. And Allah is, in my absence, the guardian and protector of all
Muslims. (You will recognize him as) a young man - hard curly hair, one
eye protruding upwards (blind in the other as in other narratives). And
if I can liken him (in this ugly profile) with someone, i t is 'Abd al-'Uzza
ibn QatZn (an ugly person from the tribe of BanE Khuza'ah during the
J a i l i y y a h ) . If a Muslim from among you runs into him, he should recite
t h e initial verses of SErah al-Kahf against him (which will keep him
protected from DajjZl). Dajjal will emerge from the empty space between
Syria and 'Iraq creating havoc right and left. 0 servants of Allah, you
then stay firm against him.' We said, 'E
Rasdallah, and how long will
he tarry on the Earth?' He said, 'Forty days. But, the first day will be
equal to one year, and the second day to one month, and the rest of the
days equal to the usual.' We said, '5Rasiilallah, so on that day which
will be equal to one year, shall we be offering (the five-timed) SalEh for
one day only?' He said, 'No. You will, rather, go by estimating time and
offering prayers for the whole year.' We said, '5 Rasiilallah, how fast
will he be moving about the Earth?' He said, 'Fast like the cloud being
followed by wind. Then he will pass by a people and ask them to rally
round his false beliefs. They will believe in him and respond to his call.
Then he will commission t h e clouds. They will s t a r t raining. He will
order the Earth. I t will turn green and verdant (and herds of cattle will
graze therein) and when they return in the evening, their humps shall
be much higher than before and their udders shall be full of milk and
their waists shall be plumb. Then, DajjZl will pass by another people
and invite them to his disbelief. But, they will turn down his invitation.
Losing hope, when h e goes away from them, these believers will be
stricken with famine and nothing of what once belonged to them will
remain in their hands. And when DajjZl will walk by this wasteland, he
will address it, saying: 'Bring your treasures out.' So, its treasures will
start following him like the honeybees follow their queen. Then DajjZl
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will call a man whose youth shall be in full bloom, strike him with a
sword and cut him into two pieces and the two pieces will be placed as
far apart as the distance between an archer and his target. Then he will
call him. He will come (alive) to DajjZl beaming with joy over his feat. In
the meantime, Allah Ta'ZlZ will send down Al-MasTh ibn Maryam
(SayyidnZ
%&\I. He will alight a t the white tower in the eastern
part of Dimashq (Damascus) clad in two colored sheets with both hands
resting on the wings of angels. When he bows his blessed head, drops of
watei will drip down from there (as if one has just come out of the
shower). And when he raises his head up, from it drop silvery globules
like genuine pearls. Any disbeliever who breathes the air from his
breath will die that very instant and his breath will reach a s far as
reaches his glance. Then he will look for him until he will overtake him
a t the gate of Ludd (still there in Baytul-Maqdis by the same name) and
kill him. After that, ?sZ ibn Maryam will come to people whom Allah
protected from DajjZl. He will then touch their faces (with compassion
for them) and give them the good news of having high ranks in Paradise.
While he would still be in the same state, Allah will reveal to ?SZ:
'Verily, I am going to send forth the kind of men from among servants belonging to Me against whom no two hands will dare fight. So, you assemble and take My servants to the sanctuary of Mount TEr (which
SayyidnZ 'TSZ will do) and would send out Ya'jEj and Ma'jcj and they will
be seen hurtling down from every side. The first wave of them will pass
by Buhairah Tabariyyah. They would drink out everything in i t and
when others of them will pass by it, (and seeing it dry) they will say:
'Surely, in this, there must have been water earlier in time.'
The prophet of Allah, %a, and his companions will take refuge on
the Mount TEr. Other believers will find sanctuaries in their own fortified places. Food supplies will be there, but it would run short whereupon the head of a bull will be considered better than a hundred dinar.
Then, the prophet of Allah, ?sZ, and his companions will turn to Allah
(and pray for the removal of their distress which will be answered) and
He will send an epidemic (worm in neck) and they will be annihilated en
masse to the last person. Then, the prophet of Allah, ?sZ, and his companions will come down from the Mount of Tiir and see not a hand-span
worth of land remaining unfilled with corpses and (because of their de-
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composition) the place will be reeking with a strong stench. (Seeing this
state of affairs) the prophet of Allah, 'IsZ, and his companions will turn
to Allah (praying for the removal of this distress as well which Allah will
answer). He will send birds with necks like the neck of a camel. They
will haul these corpses and throw them a t the place where Allah wills
(according to some narratives, they will put them away into the sea).
After that, Allah Ta5lZ will send rains. No clay home i n the villages
and no Bedouin tent in the desert will remain without it. Lands will be
washed clean and left like mirror. Then, Allah TaZlZ will tell the Earth,
'Grow your fruits and unravel the abundance of your blessings.' (And so
it shall be and such shall be the bliss of increase that) one pomegranate
will suffice a s food for a group of people. And its shell will be used to
make canopies for protection against the Sun and milk will be so blessed
as to suffice for a large number of people. Milk from one cow will be
enough for everyone in a tribe and milk from one goat will be adequate
for a whole clan. (After forty years of this period of extra-ordinary abundance, peace and protection, when the time due for QiyZmah will draw
near) Allah Ta'dZ will send a pleasant wind which will cause their armpits to be benumbed and the soul of every believer and every Muslim will
be taken away. Left there will be the worst among human beings, the
wicked and the disbelieving ones, who will indulge in shame and outrage
on the Earth like donkeys. And it is against them that the Hour will
stand activated.'
As for the story of Ya'jGj and Ma'jTij, the narration of SayyidnZ 'Abd
al-RahmZn ibn Yazid & deals with it i n greater detail. I t says t h a t once
they pass by Buhairah Tabariyyah, Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij will climb Jabal
al-Khamar, a mountain from among the mountains of Baytul-Maqdis,
and say, 'We have killed whoever there was on the Earth. Come, let us
now kill whoever there is out in the skies." So they will shoot their arrows towards the sky and Allah will make their arrows return back to
them smeared with blood (so that those dim-witted people are pleased
with the prospect that they have done away with whoever there was in
the skies).
About the story of Dajjal, the narration of SayyidnZ AbG Sa'idal-Khudri & adds that DajjZl will stay away from al-Madinah al-Munawwarah. When it will not be possible for him to reach even the link roads
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leading to it, he will come to a saline tract of land close to Madinah. At
that time, a man will come out to confront him and this man will be the
best of men a t that time (or, among the best of men). Addressing him, he
will say, 'I am certain that you are the DajjZl about whom the Holy
Prophet $$$ had told us.' (Hearing this), DajjZl will start saying, 'Tell me,
0 people, if 1kill this man, then make him alive, will you still doubt the
thing (about my being God)?' They said, 'No.' So he will kill him and then
bring him back to life whereupon he will tell Dajjal, 'By Allah, now I
have become more certain that you are the DajjZl.' Hence, DajjZl would
want to kill him (all over again), but he will remain unable to enforce it.
(Sabih Muslim)

According to a narration of SayyidnZ Abii Sa'id al-Khudr? & appearing in the Sahih of al-BukhZri and Muslim, the Holy Prophet % said,
"On the day of QiyZmah, Allah Ta'ZlZ will ask Sayyidna Adam =I,
'raise the Hell-bound from your progeny.' He will wonder, 'my Lord, who
are they?' Then, the Divine command will go forth that nine hundred
and ninety nine of every one thousand are Hell-bound with only one
bound to go to Paradise. Scared, the noble SahZbah asked, 'YZ Rastilallah, 'who from among us shall be the one bound to go to Paradise?' Thereupon, he said, 'do not worry because out of these nine hundred and ninety nine Hell-bound people, there will be only one from among you while,
ratio-wise, there will be a thousand from among the Ya'jGj Ma'jiij.' According to a narration of Sayyidnz 'AbdullEh ibn 'Umar & in the Mustadrak of al-Hakim, the Holy Prophet $#$ said that Allah Ta'ZlZ divided all
human beings into ten parts. Nine of these belong to Ya'jiij Ma'jiij while
the remaining one part covers the human beings of the whole world. (R*
al-Ma'anl)

After having quoted these narrations in al-Bidayah wa an-NihZyah,
Ibn Kathir has written that it tells us that the number of Ya'jtij Ma'jiij is
significantly higher than the entire human population.
According to a narration of SayyidnZ AbG Hurairah & appearing in
the Musnad of &mad and Abii DZwiid with sound chains of authority,
the Holy Prophet & said that ' 7 s ~
will live on the Earth for forty
years after his descension. As for the narration in Muslim which puts
this duration of stay at seven years, it has been rated as less in strength
or having some unapparent meaning (marjiih or mu'awwal) by HZfia in
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Fath al-BZri who has declared the very period of forty years a s correct.
Then there are clarifications in &Zdith which report that this whole period will be marked with peace and blessings. Absolutely no malice and
hostility will exist among people, none even between any two of them.
(Muslim and Ahmad)
~ l - B u k h Z rreports
i
from Sayyidnii AbE Sa'id al-Khudri & t h a t the
Holy Prophet $& said that the Hajj and 'Umrah of Baytullah will continue even after the emergence of Ya'jGj Ma'jtlj. (Tafsir Mazhan)
~ l - B u k h Z rand
i
Muslim report from Umm al-Mu'minin, Sayyidah
Zainab bint Jahsh that one day the Holy Prophet $$$woke up from sleep
with his blessed face red while he was saying:

'La iliiha illalliih. Alas for Arabia! Evil is drawing near. Today, a part of the Wall of Ya'jiij Ma'jGj has opened up like this'
and he made a ring by joining the tips of his thumb and index
finger (to indicate the size of the hole in the Wall).

Umm al-Mu'minin, Sayyidah Zainab k hl 2, says that following
his statement, we submitted, 'YZ Rasdallah, is our destruction possible
even when we have righteous people among us?' He said, 'Yes, i t is - (particularly) when evil (khabath) abounds' (similar reports appear in the
two Sahihs from SayyidnZ AbG Hurairah &,as in al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah of Ibn Kathir). T h a t a hole was made into t h e Wall of Ya'jEj
Ma'jEj to the measure shown in the HadTth could be taken i n the real
sense and also in a figurative one which would indicate the weakening of
the Wall made by Dhul-Qarnain. (Ibn Kathir, AbG Haygn)
The Musnad of &mad, Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah report from a narration of Sayyidnii AbE Hurairah ~$6that the Holy Prophet $$said: Ya'jiij
Ma'jGj keep digging through the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. Doing i t everyday they reach the farthest part of this iron Wall so close a s would make
the light on the other side become visible to them. But, a t that point,
they say that they would dig all the way through it the next day, and return. However, Allah Ta'Zlii makes it a s strong a s it was all over again.
Then comes the next day and they start anew to dig through it. This
cycle of their effort to dig and demolish and that of mending and fortify-

L+>'

ing from Allah's side will continue until such time up to which Allah
Ta'da intends to hold back Ya'jGj Ma'juJ. And when He intends to release them, they will dig, reach the farthest limit and say, 'If Allah wills,
we shall go across it tomorrow.' (By making their effort dependent on the
name and will of Allah, they will have the taufiq to succeed) So, when
they return the next day as usual, they will find the remaining non-dug
portion of the Wall as they had left it and this they will demolish and go
across.
Tirmidhi has reported this narration on the authority of Abii 'Aw5nah, Qatadah, Abi RaR, AbE Hurairah, in that order, and then he has
(Unfamiliar. We do not know it except from
said: '-31 IjUa ;r.Y l 4 r ; Y
this source). Ibn Kathir has also reported this narration in his Tafsir
and then he has this to say:
iJ&

4jJ

j4;5
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Its chains of narrators are good and strong, but its text in the
matter of its ascension (the effort to raise the channel of transmission up to attribute it the Holy Prophet % is not supported
by stronger sources).
Ibn Kathir comments on this Hadith in al-Bidayah wa an-Nihiiyah:
If it is held to be correct that this Hadith is not m a r w (traceable in ascending order to the Holy Prophet @), instead, is a narration from Ka'b
al-AbbZr, then, it becomes clear that it is not worthy of trust. Now there
is another possibility. The narration is regarded to be free from any error
made by the narrator. It is given the status of the very saying of the
Holy Prophet @, then, i t would mean t h a t this action of digging the
Wall by Ya'jilj Ma'jGj will start a t the time when the hour of their emergence draws close. And as for the statement of the Qur'an, that is, no
hole can be made in this Wall, it refers to the time when Dhul-Qarnain
had made it. This leaves no contradiction here. Moreover, it could also be
said that breaking a hole into the Wall means a hole which goes all the
way through it - and this narration states i t clearly that this hole does
not go all the way through it. (Al-BidZyah, p. 12, v. 2)
In Fath al-Bar?, HSifiz ibn Hajar has reported this Hadith with reference to 'Abd ibn Humaid and Ibn Hibban as well and said that they all
narrate from QatEdah and some of their narrators are the authorities of
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the Sah$ of al-BukhEri. Then, he has not entertained any doubt about
the Hadith being rated as marfi' (ascending to the Holy Prophet
Then he says with reference to Ibn al-'Arabi that this Hadith contains
three Divine signs, that is, miracles: (1)That Allah Ta'ZlZ did not let
their minds think of the alternative of continuing their digging operation
round the clock including the day and night both. If so, it would have not
been a t all difficult for a people with so many of them to work in shifts of
day and night with specified assignment of duties. (2) That their minds
were turned away from taking the option of scaling over the Wall by
using artifices and devices. Although, from a narration of Wahb ibn Munabbih, it becomes clear that these people tilled the land which also
yielded fruits and they used instruments of many kinds in this process.
It should have not been difficult for them under these circumstances to
assemble together the means of scaling the Wall. (3) That for such a long
time it never occurred to them that they should have said, Insha'Allah:
If Allah wills, and that this statement will issue forth through their
speech only when the time of their emergence will come close.

g).

Ibn al-'Arabi has said that this Hadith also tells us that there are
people among the Ya'juJ Ma'jij who believe in the existence of Allah and
in His Will. Then, it is also possible that Allah TacdZ may cause this
statement to issue forth through their speech without having any belief
and they find their job all done with its barakah (ashrE?as-sE'ah byas-Sayyid Muhammad, p. 154). But, what is obvious here is that they too have received the call of the blessed prophets. Otherwise, according to the textual authority of the Qur'Zn (nass), they should not be subjected to the
f , , , , ,,, L,
sr
punishment of Jahannam: Yy, ++s+ L S C;j (And it is not Our way
to punish [anyone] unless We send a messenger - al-Isra', 17:15). This
tells us that the invitation to believe has reached them too. But, they
chose to stick by their denial. However, there will also be some people
among them who would be subscribing to the view that Allah exists and
that He has intention and will - though, having this much of a belief is
not sufficient for '?man or faith, unless there is the essential faith in
Prophet-hood and Hereafter. However, the saying of 'Insha'Allah': If
Allah wills, despite Kufr (disbelief),is not a far out possibility.
,,,.,J

Conclusions drawn from the narrations of Hadith
That which stands proved about Ya'jiij Ma'jiij from the statements of
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the Holy Prophet @ as in the AhZdTth cited above is given below:

w\

(1)Ya'jiij Ma'jiij are the progeny of SayyidnZ Kh
like the rest
of human beings. The majority of Hadith experts and historians identify
-1.
And i t is also obvious
them a s the progeny of E f i t h , the son of
that the progeny of E f i t h son of NGh had spread itself out far and wide
among different tribes, nationalities and many a populated a r e a s
and t h a t of Dhul-Qarnain.
between t h e period of SayyidnZ NGh 1Thus, i t is not necessary t h a t the races known a s Ya'jGj Ma'jEj were
pinned down as a whole exclusively behind the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain.
There must have been some of their tribes and nationalities living on the
other side of the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. However, it can be said t h a t the
savage killers and destroyers among them were restrained through the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. Historians refer to them generally a s Turks,
Mangkhol or Mongols. But, from among these, the name of Ya'jGj Ma'jiij
applies only to t h e savage, uncivilized, blood-thirsty tyrants who remained untouched by civilization. The Turks, Mangkhols or Mongols
who became civilized stand unsubstantiated by this name.
(2) The number of Ya'juJ Ma'jGj is several times higher than the number of the human beings of the whole world, a t least a t the ratio of one to
ten. (Hadith #2)

(3) The tribes and nationalities of Ya'jEj Ma'jEj stopped from crossing
over to t h e other side of t h e Wall of Dhul-Qarnain will remain so restrained right through t h e close of t h e zero Hour of the Last Day of
QiyZmah. The time destined for their emergence will be preceded by the
appearance of Mahdl and Masih r U I L& a n d t h a t of DajjEl ( t h e
anti-Christ). They will be released exactly after ?sZ
has descended
and has killed Dajjd. (Hadith #1)
(4) At the time Ya'jiij Ma'jiij are to be released, the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain will crumble down all leveled to the ground (verse ls:gs).The merciless
hordes of Ya'jGj Ma'jiij would present a n spectacle when, coming down
from the mountain slopes all simultaneously, the speed of their descent
would give the impression that they are sliding down to the ground en
masse. These countless savage humans will hit the whole earth and its
population. No one would be able to stand up against the killing and
will, under Diplunder by them. The apostle of Allah, SayyidnZ ?SZ
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vine command, take refuge on Mount TGr along with his believing companions. People in other habitations of the world will seek asylum in
available safe places. When supplies run out, necessities of life will become highly expensive. As for the rest of human population, these savages will finish them off and lick out their rivers. (Hadlth #I)
(5) Then, it will be through the prayer of SayyidnZ ?sZ 8@\and his
companions that these countless locust like peoples will be destroyed simultaneously. The earth will be covered up with their dead bodies and
the stench from which would make human rehabilitation on the earth
difficult. (Hadith #I)

and his
(6) Then, it will be through the prayer of SayyidnZ 'Tsa
companions once again that their dead bodies would be disposed of into
the sea or made to disappear altogether and the whole earth will be
washed clean through a universal rain. (Hadith #1)

(7) After that, there shall come a reign of peace lasting for nearly
forty years. The earth will open the gates of its blessings. No one will remain poor and needy. No one will hurt or harass anyone. Peace and comfort shall prevail universally. (Hadith #3)
(8) During this period of peace, the Hajj and 'Umrah of Baytullah
will continue. (HadTth #4) As for the death of SayyidnZ 'TsZ
and his
burial in the Sacred Mausoleum, it already stands proved from the narrations of Hadith. This too will transpire when he will travel to HijZz for
Hajj or 'Umrah. (As reported by Muslim from SayyidnZ AbG Hurairah
& - explanatory note). After that, he will die in al-Madinah al-Taiyyibah and buried in the Sacred Mausoleum.
(9) During the later period of the life of the Holy Prophet $$$,he was
shown a dream activated through a revelation (wahy) that a hole had
opened up in the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain, which he declared to be a sign of
impending evil for Arabia. Some uadith experts (al-muhaddithtn) have
interpreted the opening of a hole in this Wall as real. Some others have
taken it figuratively in the sense that this Wall of Dhul-Qarnain has become weak, the time of the emergence of Ya'jGj Ma'jGj has come close
and its effects will show up in the form of Arab decline. Allah knows
best.
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(10) After his descent, he will stay on the earth for forty years. (Ha
dith #3) Earlier than him, the period of Mahdi &8\will also be that of
forty years, part of which will feature the confluence and cooperation of
both. I n his book, Ashrat al-SZah (p.1451,Sayyid Sharif Barzanji has said
will follow the killing of DajjZl and
that the period of SayyidnZ
the peace prevailing thereafter and extend to forty years. This will make
his total stay in the world for a period of forty-five years. And, it has
will appear a thirty plus
been mentioned on page 112 that ~ a h d i
and the total period credited to him will
years before SayyidnE %a
be that of forty years. Thus, the presence of the two blessed souls shall
coincide for a number of five, or seven years, and both their periods will
be marked by a reign of justice throughout the world. The earth will
open up the gates of its blessings, neither will anyone remain poor, nor
will anyone bear malice and hostility against anyone else. Of course, the
great trial of the appearance of DajjZl will hit the whole world during
- with the exception of Makkah, Madinah,
the later period of Mahdi 1Baytul-Maqdis and the Mount of TZr. This trial will be the greatest as
compared to the rest of the trials the world has faced. Dajjal and his disorder will last for forty days only. But, out of these forty days, the first
day will be that of one year, the second day that of one week and the rest
of days will be like they usually are. One way this can happen is that
these days are really made to be that long - because, during those later
times, nearly all events will be extraordinary and miraculous in nature.
Then, it is also possible that the days and nights keep alternating a s
they usually do. But, it stands proved from Hadith that DajjZl would be
a great magician. When so, it is also possible that, under the spell of his
magic, common people remain unable to notice this revolutionary change
in the alternation of days and nights and continue seeing this phenomena a s nothing but one usual day. As for the injunction in Hadithofperforming SalZh during that day on the estimated analogy of usual days, it
also seems to support the assumption that the days and nights would be
changing really, but people would not realize it cognitively. Therefore, in
this day of one year, the order given was to perform SalZh for three hundred sixty days. Otherwise, had the day been really one day only, the
rules of the SharTah would have required only five SalZhs a s obligatory
for one day a s such. I n short, the total period of DajjZl will have forty
such days.

%a
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After that, SayyidnZ 'fsZ @\will descend, kill the DajjZl and put an
end to the disorder created by him. However, quite close to t h a t the
Ya'jtij Ma'jiij will emerge unleashing another spate of disorder, pillage
and killing. But, the period of their presence will not go beyond a few
days when they too will be destroyed all simultaneously as a result of
the prayer of SayyidnZ 'TsZ @I. In short, there will be two ominous
trials of DajjZl and Ya'jiij Ma'juJ during the later period of SayyidnZ
Mahd: @\and the early period of SayyidnZ 'ZsZ @I
which will shake
the people of the entire earth upside down. Before and after these
counted few days, however, the whole world will experience justice,
peace and blessings. During the period of SayyidnZ 'IsZ @I, there will
remain on the earth no creed and religion other than Islam. The earth
will start sending forth its hidden treasures. No one will remain poor
and needy. Even beasts and poisonous life forms will not hurt anyone.

An essential point of guidance:
As far as the information given above about the Ya'jtij Ma'juJ and the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain, these have been communicated to the Muslim
Ummah by the Qur'Zn, and the 4 Z d i t h of the Holy Prophet
Believing in it as such is necessary and opposition, impermissible. Now there
remains the area of geographical and racial investigation as to questions
like - Where is the wall of Dhul-Qarnain located? Who are these people
called Ya'jiij Ma'jlij? Where do they live now? Here, it can be said that
no Islamic 'Aqidah (article of faith) depends on knowing this, nor does
the understanding of any verse of the Qur'Zn hinge on it. But, the religious scholars of the Muslim Ummah, only in order to answer the absurdities dished out by antagonists and to provide additional insight, have
discussed this subject in details. A part of it is being reported here.

B.

Views of Muslim scholars
In his Tafsir, al-Qurtubi has reported from as-Suddiyy that twenty-one of the twenty-two tribes of Ya'jtij Ma'jtij were shut off by the Wall
of Dhul-Qarnain. One of their tribes was left out on the inner side of the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. They are Turks. After that, al-Quflubi says that
$! about the Turks resemble the Ya'juJ
the sayings of the Holy Prophet $
Ma'jtij and that the incidence of a war between them and Muslims during the later times appears in a hadith of the Sahih of Muslim. At present, he continues: A large number of Turk people are arrayed against
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Muslims. Only Allah knows their exact number and only He can save
Muslims from their evil. It appears a s if they are the Ya'jiij Ma'jiij - or,
a t least, are their forerunners. (Al-Qurtubi, p. 58, v.11) (Al-Qurtub belongs
to the sixth century of Hijrah when the E t Z r onslaught came and destroyed the Islamic Caliphate. This great upheaval is well known i n Islamic history a n d the E t i i r s are reputed to be from the Mogol or Mongkhol T u r k s ) . B u t , a s for a l - Q u r t u b i , h e h a s simply s a i d t h a t t h e y
resembled t h e Ya'jiij Ma'ja'jtij and could be their forerunners. He has not
identified the havoc caused by the E t Z r s a s the emergence of the Ya'jiij
Ma'jiij which is one of the signs of the coming of the last day of Qiyiimah.
The reason is t h a t the Hadlth of the Sahih of Muslim mentioned above
makes i t clear t h a t this emergence will come to pass after the descent of
SayyidnZ %a
during his period.

m\

Therefore, 'Allamah 'Kliisi has, in his TafsTr R$ al-Ma'Zini, strongly
refuted the position of those who have taken the Tatars a s the Ya'jCj
Ma'jTij. According to him, the very thought is a flagrant error and certainly a n opposition to the textual authority of Hadith. However, this much
h e too said t h a t t h i s havoc, no doubt, did resemble t h e havoc to b e
caused by the Ya'juJ Ma'jtij. ( R 3 , p. 44, v. 16) I t proves t h a t the view of
some contemporary historians who take modern Russia or China or both
a s the Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij would have not been really wrong. However, the
condition is t h a t they should have meant by i t the same thing said by
al-Qurtubi and al-'Kliisi, t h a t is, the upheaval caused by them resembled
t h a t of the Ya'jGj and Ma'jiij. But, declaring it to be the very emergence
of the Ya'jiij Ma'jiij - something reported i n the Qur'Zn, and H a d k h a s
signs of QiyZmah and which was due to come after the descent of SayyidnZi 'Tsa 8!&\ - i s absolutely wrong. T h e approach i s erroneous a n d i t
betrays a rejection of the textual authority ( n u ~ u sof) Hadith.
Famous historian, Ibn Khaldun h a s taken up this subject i n the prolegomena of his history. As part of his description of the sixth kingdom,
h e has alluded to the geographical location of the Ya'jiij Ma'jiij and the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain a s follows:
"Inhabiting towards the west, in the ninth part of the seventh
kingdom, there are tribes of Turks called dc,;j (qinjzq)[Qipcaq
or Qypchaq as in Bertold Spulerl and Jfl
(Cherkess) [Circassians, the Caucasian people, as in Spulerl. The eastern side is
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populated by the Ya'jiij Ma'jtlj. In between the two, Mount Caucasus draws the line of demarcation. It has been mentioned earlier that it begins from al-bahr al-muhit located in the east of
the fourth kingdom and goes up to the northern end of the kingdom. Then, receding away from al-bahr al-muht?, it continues
in a north-western direction and enters the ninth part of the
fifth kingdom. From here, it reverts to its first direction until it
enters the ninth part of the seventh kingdom. Once it reaches
there, i t goes from the south in a north-western direction.
Located in between this mountain range is the 'Wall of Alexander.' It is situated in the middle of the ninth part of the
seventh kingdom as we have identified earlier and the Qur'Zn
too informs us about it.
I n his book of geography, 'AbdullZh ibn Khurdiizbih h a s reported the
dream of the 'Abbiisi KhalIfah, Wathiq Billah i n which he had seen t h a t
the Wall had opened up. As a result, he woke up all upset and sent his
emissary, Sallam on a fact-finding mission. On his return, he reported
t h e condition a n d distinct features of this very Wall." (Muqaddimah ibn
Khaldun, p. 79)

That Wathiq Billah, the AbbZsi Khalifah sent a n observer group to
investigate the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain and that it did return after having
m a d e t h e investigation h a s b e e n m e n t i o n e d by I b n K a t h i r too i n
al-BidZyah wa an-NihZyah. Also said there is that this Wall h a s been
m a d e i n i r o n w i t h h u g e locked g a t e s a n d i s located t o w a r d s t h e
north-east. After narrating the event, TafsTr Kabir and al-Tabar; add:
One who comes back after having seen t h e Wall reaches t h e b a r r e n
fields facing Samarkand in the company of guides. (Tafsir ~ a b i rv., 5 , p. 513)
The great scholar of Islam and my revered teacher, MaulanZ Anwar
ShZh Kashmiri has mentioned Ya'juJ Ma'jEj and the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain in his book, rMujl 4s
ik 2 ?%yI O+.
Though i t is a n adjunct of
his book yet, whatever he has mentioned there measures up to the highest level of investigation and Tradition. He said: To remain protected
against the plunder and devastation by mischievous and savage h u m a n
beings walls have been built on the earth, not simply a t one place but at
several places. Different kings have built these a t various places during
different ages. Most famous and the largest among these is the Great
Wall of China. Its length given by AbTi HayyZn al-Andulusi (the royal
historian of the Iranian Court) is twelve hundred miles. It was founded
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by Faghfur, the Emperor of China, and that the date of its inception goes
back to three thousand four hundred and sixty years after the advent of
SayyidnZ Adam
and also that the Moghul people (Mongol or
Mongkhol) call this Great Wall, 'atkuwah', and the Turks, 'burqiirqah.
Then he has acknowledged that several walls of this nature are found at
other places as well.

=\,

Our leading fellow-servant of the Faith, MaulanZ Hifiur-Rahman
SihwZrwi, may he rest in peace, has given a well-documented historical
detail elaborating the statement of Shaykh Kashmir; in his well-known
~
A gist is given below:
book, Q a + a al-Qur75n.
The range of the evil savagery of Ya'jilj Ma'jEj was so extensive that,
on the one hand, the people of southern Caucasia suffered from their tyrannical onslaughts while, on the other hand, the inhabitants of Tibet
and China also served as sitting targets of their savagery. It was to stay
safe from these very Ya'jEj Ma'jGj that protective walls were built at various place during different ages. The largest among these is the Great
Wall of China mentioned earlier.
The second Wall is located near BukhiirZ and Tirmidh in Central
Asia. I t is situated a t a place called Darband (meaning 'blocked passage'). This Wall was there during the time of the famous Moghul king,
Taimur Lang (Timur, the Lame; Tamerlane). The German confidant of
the Roman King, Cella Berger, has mentioned him in his book. Kilafchu,
the emissary of Castille, the King of Andulusia has also referred to him
in his travelogue. When he presented himself as the emissary of his King
before Taimur, he had passed by this spot. He writes that the Wall of
BZb al-Had:d (Iron Gate) is situated on the route coming from Mouse1
and which lies in between Samarkand and India. (From TafsIr JawZhir
al-Qur'Zn by al-TantZ6, v. 9. p. 198)

The third Wall is located in DZghistZn in Russia. This too is famous
by the name of Darband (blocked passage) and BZb al-AbwZb (The Gate
of gates). E q E t al-Hamawi in Mu'jim al-BuldZn, al-Idr& in al-JughrZfiah and Bustiin: in DZiratul-Ma'Zrif have described these in great details,
a gist of which is as follows:
"In DZghistZn, 'Darband' is a Russian city. It is situated on the western shore of Bahr Khadir (Caspian Sea), latitude 43.3 North and longi-
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tude 48.15 east. It is also called 'Darband NausherwZn'. Another name
for it, 'BGb al-Abwiib,' is also famous."
The fourth Wall is located in the higher parts of Caucasia towards
the west of this very 'BZb al-AbwZb where, in between two mountains,
there is a pass well known as the Dary5l Pass. This fourth Wall is right
here and is known as the Wall of QafqEz or Mount Qoq5 or Koh QZf
(Caucasus). About it, BustZni writes:
"And close to it (the Wall of BZb al-AbwZb), there is another Wall
which goes on extending towards the West. In all likelihood, this may
have been built by the people of Faris (Persia) as a measure of defense
against the northern Berbers. Since the identity of its founder was not
authentically known, some people have attributed it to Alexander while
some others have ascribed it to Cyrus and Nausherwan. And E q G t says
that it has been constructed with molten copper." (Da'iratul-Ma'Zrif,v. 7, p.
651; Mu'jimul-BuldZn,v. 8, p. 9)
Since all these Walls are in the North and have been built for a single need, therefore, difficulties have come up in determining as to which
of these is the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. And the major confusion has
showed up in the case of the last two Walls because the name of both the
places is Darband and there is a Wall also present a t both. Out of the
four Walls mentioned above, the Great Wall of China is the longest and
the oldest. About it, no one says that it is the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain.
Then, instead of being in the North, it is in the Far East - and that it is
in the North is clear as indicated by the Qur'5n al-Karim.
Now, the thing revolves between the remaining three Walls which
happen to be but in the North. Out of these, speaking generally, historians - Maszdi, I.stakhr;, Hamaw: and others - identify the Wall located
in DZghistZn, or at Darband in the Caucasian territory of BZb al-AbwZb
by the Caspian Sea as the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. Historians who have
called the Wall and Darband of BukhZrZ and Tirmidh as being the Wall
of Dhul-Qarnain have, most likely, been confused because of the common
factor of the word, Darband. At this point, its location stands nearly
fixed. Now, it can be said that it is situated in BZb al-AbwZb by the Darband of Caucasia in the territory of DZghistEn, or is located even a t a
higher altitude of the Mountain of QafqZz or QEf (Caucasus). As for a
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Wall being there on both these places is a fact proved by historians.
By way of further refinement in between the two probabilities given
above, my revered teacher, MaulanZ Sayyid Muhammad Anwar Sh&
has, in 'Aqidatul-Islam,' given preference to the Wall of Koh QZf (QafqZz:
Caucasus) as being the Wall built by Dhul-Qarnain. CAqidatul- slam, p. 297)

The Wall of Dhul-Qarnain: Is it still there? Will it be there until
QiyZmah? Or, has it disintegrated?
Historians and geographers of Europe do not recognize the presence
of any of these northern Walls in our time, nor do they admit that the
passage of the Ya'jiij and Ma'jsj is still blocked. On that basis, some Muslim historians have also started saying and writing that the event of the
emergence of the Ya'jGj and Ma'jGj mentioned in the Qur'Zn, and Had!th
has already taken place. So~neof them have declared the great onslaught of E t Z r s in the sixth century Hijrah as being the emergence of
Ya'jiij and Ma'jEj mentioned by the Qur5n and Hadith. Still others have
found it sufficient to equate the contemporary rise of the Russian, Chinese and European peoples with the emergence of the Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij
and have thereby closed the case conveniently. But, all this is - as stated
earlier with reference to Riih al-Ma'Zni - totally wrong. To say that the
particular emergence of the Ya'jGj and Ma'jEj mentioned by the Qur'Zn
was a sign of Qiyiimah translates as a denial of Sahih AhZdith. The
SahTh Hadith of Muslim narrated by al-NawwZs ibn Sam'Zn &,and others says that Qiyiimah will come after three events have taken place.
These events will be the emergence of Dajjd (anti-Christ), the descent of
SayyidnZ 'IsZ @\and the killing of DajjZl. How can it be said that it
has already come to pass! The reason is obvious. The DajjZl has not
emerged. Sayyidna 'IsZ %%\ has yet to descend. And there is no doubt
about it.
Nevertheless, it is not counter to any textual authority (nu++)
of
Qurzn, and Sunnah that the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain may have disintegrated now and some people from among the Ya'jGj Ma'jiij may have
come on this side. However, this will remain subject to the condition that
one admits that their last and the most massive onslaught, which will
prove to be the destroyer of the entire human population, has not come
yet. In fact, it will come after the great manifestation of the signs of
QiyZmah mentioned earlier, that is, the appearance of the Dajjd and
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The considered view of 'A11Zmah KashmM ;ilihi i^^, in this matter
is that the European assertion that they have scanned the whole world
and have found no trace of this Wall bears no weight. First of all, the reason is that they themselves have clearly admitted that, despite having
reached the zenith of travel and research, there remain many forests, rivers and islands about which they had been unable to collect information.
Then, not too remote is the probability that the Wall, despite being present, may now have taken the form of a mountain because of mountains
crumbling and joining together. But, no absolute textual authority (nus?)
contradicts the fact of this Wall disintegrating before Qiyamah, or of
some people from the Ya'jGj Ma'jiij crossing over to this side by taking
some distant and long-winding route.
The strongest a r g u m e n t p u t forward i n favor of t h i s Wall of
Dhul-Qarnain surviving until the last day of QiyZmah is based on the
Cj;k k$ (98). Here, Dhul-Qarnain
statement of the Qur'iin: ;% '&A
says, 'when the promise of my Lord will materialize (that is, the time
will come for the Ya'jiij Ma'jGj to appear), Allah Ta'dila will make this
Wall crumble down to ground level.' The proponents of this argument
have interpreted the words: 2; 'L' (the promise of my Lord) in this verse
in t h e sense of QiyZmah, the Last Day - although, t h e words of t h e
Qur7Znare not definite and categorical about it. The reason is that the
>,
Qurznic words: d J b j (the promise of my Lord) carry a very clear sense
of their own. So, what is meant here is that the arrangement made by
Dhul-Qarnain to block the entry of the Ya'jGj Ma'jEj may not necessarily
remain there, as is, forever. When Allah Ta5ilii wills to have the passage
open to them, this Wall will lie demolished. Therefore, it is not necessary
t h a t i t would happen precisely close to the QiyZmah. Accordingly, all
,
commentators have mentioned both probabilities in the sense of: d J J S ~
(the promise of my Lord). I t appears in Tafsir al-Bahr al-Muhit:
>
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And the promise has the probability that meant by it is the
Day of QiyZmah and that meant by it is the time of the emergence of the Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij.
One way of verifying this could be the eventuality that the Wall lies
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demolished, the passage has opened up and the onslaught of the Ya'jGj
and Ma'jiij has begun. It does not matter whether its beginning is taken
to be from the havoc caused by the E t E r in the sixth century Hijrah, or
from the present ascendancy of the peoples of Europe, Russia and China.
But, it is evident that the aggressive emergence of these civilized peoples
- something taking place in a constitutional and legal framework - cannot be classed as rank disorder which is being particularly pointed out
by the Qur'Zn and Hadith. The anatomy of havoc given there is that it
will unfold in the form of such a magnitude of merciless bloodshed and
devastation that it will eliminate the entire human population. Rather,
the outcome will, then, be that some nationalities of these very Ya'jGj
Ma'juJ had turned civilized after having moved to this side. They certainly turned out to be the source of great disorder and trial for Islamic countries. But, till now, their savage counterparts who know nothing but
bloodshed'have not come to this side as destined - and the majority of
them are of that kind. These will emerge very close to QiyZmah.
The source of the second argument is the Hadith of Tirmidhi and the
Musnad of Ahmad where it is said that the Ya'jiij Ma'juJ keep digging
this Wall everyday. But, first of all, Ibn Kathir has declared this Hadith
to be ma'liil (defective despite its apparently correct chain of narrators).
Secondly, in the Hadith itself, there is no clarification that the day Ya'jiij
and Ma'jiij will cross over the Wall by virtue of saying Insha'Allah the
thing will happen necessarily close to the QiyZmah. Then, the Hadith
does not provide any proof either that the whole lot of the Ya'jiij and
Ma'jiij will remain restrained behind the Wall. Even if some groups, or
nationalities, from among them were to come to this side by taking some
distant and long-winding route, it will still not be too far out an eventuality in the presence of powerful modern ships. In fact, some historians
have mentioned that the Ya'jiij Ma'jiij have found the way to reach this
side via long sea travel. If so, the Hadith does not contradict that either.
In short, there is no clear and definite proof in the Qur5n and Sunnah that goes on to establish that the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain will remain
standing right through the last day of QiyZmah. Or, their elementary
and insignificant attacks against the human population on this side will
not be possible. However, in all certainty, the time of that horrific and
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devastating onslaught which will destroy the entire human population
will be but close to the QiyZmah as has been mentioned repeatedly. To
sum up, it can be said that based on the textual authority (nusus) of the
Qur'Zn, and Sunnah, it is not possible to give an absolute verdict that
the Wall against the Ya'jij and Ma'jiij has disintegrated leaving the passage open. Nor can it be said that, according to the Qur'Zn, and Sunnah,
it is necessary that it survives up to the QiyZmah. Both probabilities exist. And Pure and High is Allah who knows reality best.

Verses 99 - 101

And on that day, We will leave them (Ya'jGj and Ma'jiij)
surging over one another. And the Horn shall be blown
then We shall gather them together. [991 And on that day
We will bring Jahannam fully exposed before the infidels [I001 whose eyes were under a cover against My reminders, and they were not able to listen. [ l o l l

Commentary
, . ,,,,,,
,,,
As for the pronoun of the word:
+
(ba'dahum) in 2 cF
(And on that day, We will leave them [Ya'jiij and Ma'juJ] surging
bver one another - 99), it is obvious that it reverts back to Ya'jlij Ma'jEj.
Then, as for their condition described therein - 'surging over one another'
- it is also obvious that this will be their state when the passage lies
open for them and they will be hastening their way from the hilly
heights down to the ground. Commentators have suggested other probabilities as well.
>,

,,G

e$

>,

The pronoun in:
(fajama'niihum: Then We shall gather them
together - 99) is reverting back t o the creation at large, human beings
and the Jinn. The sense is that the entire creation of human beings and
the Jinn who have been obligated with the percepts of the S h a a a h (mu-
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k a l l a f ) shall be gathered together on the plains of Resurrection
(al-Hashr).

-

Verses 102 108

Do, then, the disbelievers deem (it fit) that they take My
servants as patrons beside Me? Surely, We have prepared Jahannam as entertainment for the disbelievers.
[I021

Say, "Shall We tell you about the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds? [I031 Those are the ones whose effort in the worldly life has gone in vain while they think
they are doing well. [I041 Those are the ones who disbelieved in the signs of their Lord and in the meeting with
Him, so their deeds have gone waste and We shall not assign to them any weight. [I051 That is their punishment,
the Jahannam, for they disbelieved and made My signs
and My messengers a mockery. [I061
Surely those who believed and did righteous deeds
theirs are the Gardens of Firdaus as entertainment [lo71
where they will live forever and will not wish to move
from there!' [lo81

Commentary
According to ~ a f s i al-Bahr
r
al-Muhit, in the first verse (102): ' 4 1
L6
;I
(Do, then, the disbelievers deem [it fit]
rq'i 2; li;. 22% I;'+-ljy $
*

r

that they take My servants as patrons beside Me?), there is an elision
(&Lhadhf)
:
in the text a t this place, that is: iL;;YI CUj! a+-3
b 4.
As such, it would mean: 'Do these disbelieving people who have taken
My servants - instead of Me - as the objects of their worship and the dispensers of their matters and problems think t h a t this make-shift a r rangement made by them would bring them some benefit a n d they
would enjoy it?' This is a form of interrogative meant for negation or disapproval. In short, it means that such thinking is wrong, a mark of ignorance.
The word: L-?+ ('ibdz: My servants) used here means angels, and
the particular prophets whom the people of the world worshiped taking
them as partners in the pristine divinity of Allah - as Sayyidna 'Uzair
and SayyidnZ Masih ?McJl L&. Those who worshiped angels were some
Arabs. As for those who ascribed partners to Allah, the Jews and Christians both did it. The Jews did it in respect of SayyidnZ 'Uzair @\and
Therefore, meant here
the Christians, in respect of SayyidnZ %a -1.
by: ljF
(al-ladhinu kafarii: Those who disbelieved) in this verse are
these very groups of disbelievers. Some commentators have taken L?+
('ibdz: My servants) a t this place to mean satans. In that case,
(those who disbelieved) would mean disbelievers who worship the Jinn
('ibdl: My serand satans. Some other commentators have taken
vants) a t this place in the general sense of something created, under
mastery, which becomes inclusive of all false objects of worship, idols,
hl
has referred to
fire and stars. MaulanZ Ashraf 'A17 ThZnavi
this aspect in the Summary of his Tafsir Bayan al-QurZn while explaining servants as subjects. However, the first explanation given above has
been rated a s weightier in al-Bahr al-MuhIt and other Tafsirs. Allah
knows best.

24

l'~ys$

&+

31; -,

The word: ;Q',
(awliya')
i
is the plural of J
'
,
(waliyy). This word is used
in the Arabic language to carry several meanings. At this place, i t means
one who gets things done, resolves matters, fulfills needs - which is the
particular attribute of the true object of worship. The purpose thereby is
to take them as objects of worship.

ZS~T
(The greatest losers in reWho are those referred to as:
spect of [their] deeds - 103)?At this plack, the first two verses (101,102)
are, i n terms of their general sense, inclusive of every individual or
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group that would put in a lot of effort in some deeds taking them to be
good, but with Allah their effort is ruined and their deed, wasted.
Al-Qurtubi said that this situation is caused due to two things. One: Corruption in Belief. Two: Hypocrisy. It means that a person whose very Belief and Faith is not correct - no matter how good he is in his deeds and
how painstaking in his effort - will find all this useless and wasted in the
Hereafter.
Similarly, the deed of anyone who acts for the pleasure of the created
by way of hypocrisy, that deed too will remain deprived of thazuab (reward). It is in terms of this general sense that some revered Sah5bah
have declared the KhZrjites as the substantiation of this verse. Then,
there are some commentators who take the Mu'tazilah, the RawZfid and
some others a s the groups who have strayed away from the straight
path. But, in the next verse (1051, it has been determined that meant a t
this place are those particular disbelievers who deny the verses of All2h
TacZIZand the coming of QiyZmah and Akhirah. It was said: l > ~ ~ $ l , @ ~ i
gqJ ;cs?l, 4 6 (Those are the ones who disbelieved in the signs of their
Lord &d in'the meeting with Him). Therefore, al-Qurtubi, AbTi HayyZn,
Mazhari and others prefer the view that really meant a t this place are
particular disbelievers who deny Allah, the Last Day and the Reckoning
of deeds. But, apparently too, even those people whose deeds were
ruined by their corrupted beliefs and whose effort had gone waste cannot
remain unaffected by its general sense. As for the related sayings reported from Sayyidnii 'Ali and Sacd&,this is precisely what they mean.
(Qurtubi)

cs

The last sentence in the same verse (105): @\y 3 & e%(and We
shall not assign to them any weight) means that their deeds may appear
to be great outwardly, but when placed on the balance of reckoning, they
will carry no weight. The reason is that these deeds will be of no use and
will not carry any weight because of kufr (disbelief) and shirk (ascribing
of partners to Allah).
/,,>

>

>

,

According to a Hadlth of Sayyidnii Abii Hurairah & appearing in
the Sahlh of al-Bukhari and Muslim, the Holy Prophet
said: 'On the
day of QiyZmah, there will come a tall and heavy man who, in the sight
of Allah, will not be worth the weight of a mosquito.' Then he said: 'If
%
you wish to verify it, recite this verse of the Qur'Zn:
@l i
;;
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Siirah Al-Kahf : 18 : 109 - 110
(and We shall not assign to them any weight).'

SayyidnZ AbG Sa'id al-Khudri & says: '(on the day of QiyZmah)
deeds as big as the mountains of Tihamah will be brought in. But, they
will carry no weight on the balance of justice.' (Qurtub;)
The word: dJaAl (al-Firdaus) in: & ; j ' l ' k
(Gardens of Firdaus)
means a verdait valley full of fruits and flowers - with reference to Paradise. However, difference exists as to the origin of this word. Is it Arabic,
or is it non-'Arabic? Those who call it non-Arabic have to refine it further. Is it Persian or Greco-Roman or Syriac? There are different views
about this.
>,,

I t appears in the Sahih of al-Bukhiiri and Muslim that the Holy
said: 'when you ask of Allah, ask for Jannatul-Firdaus beProphet
cause it is the highest and the superior most rank of Jannah. Above it,
there is the Throne of the RahmZn and from it issue forth all streams of
'Jannah.' (Qurtubi)

v;r

,>,,

The purpose of the last sentence:
L;k;; d+Y (and will not wish t o
move from there - 108) is to tell that this station of Jannah is a never-ending, ever-lasting blessing for them. The reason is that Allah T a a Z has
promulgated His command to the effect that whoever has entered Jannah will never be expelled from there. But, there was the possibility of
some doubt crossing someone's heart, for human beings naturally get fed
up by living a t one place. They wish to move out and go to other places.
Now, if they were not allowed to go elsewhere out of Jannah, they might
start feeling the pinch of a sort of restriction. This was answered in the
verse by saying that taking Jannah on the analogy of other places is
rank ignorance. Once a person goes into the Jannah, everything he saw
and lived with in the mortal world would find all that trifling in the presence of the bliss and beauty of Jannah and - so blessed in that manner no one would ever even think of going out of here.

-

Verses 109 110
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Say, "If the ocean were to be ink for the Words of my
Lord, the ocean would have been consumed before the
Words of my Lord are exhausted, even though we were
to bring another one, like it, in addition!' [log]
Say, "Surely, I am but a human being like you; it is revealed to me that your God is the One God. So the one
who hopes to meet his Lord must do righteous deed and
must not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord."
[I101

Commentary
The cause of the revelation of the last verse of SErah al-Kahf: 3$?Yj
iZ-i $; +& (and must not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord 110),'as kentioned in HadIth reports, shows that shirk a t this place
means hidden shirk, that is, hypocrisy (sGJ : riya').
One such narration from Sayyidnii 'AbdullEh ibn 'AbbZs & has been
reported by ImZm HZkim in al-Mustadrak as being sound on the criterion set forth by the two authorities, al-BukhZZ and Muslim. According
to the narration, one of the Muslims used to carry out JihZd in the way
of Allah. Side by side, he wished that his soldiering and bravery in the
cause be recognized and appreciated by the people. This verse was revealed about him (which tells us that one gets no thawab (reward) by
having such an intention in JihEd).
In KitZbul-IkhlZs, Ibn Abi HZtim and Ibn Abi al-DunyZ have reported from TZwtis that a SahZbi stated before the Holy ~ r o p h k t
'There are occasions when I am ready to worship, or to do some righteous deed, my aim thereby is nothing but the pleasure of Allah. But,
along with it, I do have the wish that people would see me doing it.'
Hearing this, he observed silence until the cited verse was revealed.

g:

And in AbG Nu'aym and in the history of Ibn 'Asair, it appears on
the authority of Sayyidna Ibn 'AbbZs & that whenever the SahZbi,
SayyidnZ Jundub ibn Zuhayr & prayed, fasted or gave in charity and
then saw people admiring him for doing those deeds, he felt pleased
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about it and would then increase the frequency of those deeds. Thereupon, this verse was revealed.
The gist of narrations given above is that the shirk prohibited in this
verse is the hidden shirk of showing off (riya'). And that a deed may
though be for Allah alone but, along with it, should it become associated
with some selfish motive of name, fame and recognition, then, this too
will be a kind of hidden shirk, something that makes one's deed go
waste, even harmful.
However, there are some other Sahih Ahiidith which apparently
seem to indicate otherwise. For example, Tirmidhi reports from
Sayyidnii AbG Hurairah & that he submitted before the Holy Prophet
$&: 'There are times when I am on my prayer mat inside my house (making SalZh) and, all of a sudden, there comes someone. I like it that he
! said,
saw me in that state. (Would that be riya'?)' The Holy Prophet $$
'0 AbG Hurairah, may Allah have mercy on you. Then you get two rewards, one for the deed you were already doing in secret, and the other
for what you did openly after the coming of that person. (This is no
riya').'
And according to a narration of SayyidnZ AbG Dharr al-GhiGri &
appearing in the Sahih of Muslim, the Holy Prophet @ was asked,
'What do you say about a person who does some good deed, then hears
people praising it?' The Holy Prophet $& said, ?gl G>: >li-'&: : "This is
instant good news for the believer." (that his deed was accepted with
Allah and He had his servants praise it).
The apparent difference in these two kinds of narrations has been resolved and brought in agreement in Tafsir Mazhari. It says that the first
kind of narrations about the cause of the revelation of the verse apply to
a particular situation. This is when one associates his intention to please
people or to earn a good name for himself along with the intention of
seeking the pleasure of Allah through his deed to the extent that he further increases the frequency of that deed on being praised by people for
it. This is, no doubt, hypocrisy (riya') and hidden shirk.
And the latter narrations, those from Tirmidhi and Muslim, concern
another situation. This is when one has acted for the pleasure of Allah
alone without any inclination of receiving publicity or praise for it and
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then Allah Ta'SilZ, in His grace, gives him fame by making people praise
him. If so, it has nothing to do with riya' (showing off). In fact, this is
spontaneous good news for the believer (that his deed has found acceptance with Allah).

RiyZ' and its Evil Consequences: Stern Warnings of Had'ith
SayyidnZ MahmEd ibn Labid & reports that the Holy Prophet
said, 'What I fear most about you is minor shirk.' The SahZbah asked:
'YZ RasElallah, what is minor shirk?' He said, 'RiyZ' (to do something
only to show people). (Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad)
After having reported this Hadith in ~hu'ab-al-'ImZn,Al-BaihaG has
also reported the remarks: 'On the day of QiyZmah, when Allah Tams
will reward His servants for their deeds, He will ask the practitioners of
riya' to go for their rewards to those they wanted to impress with their
deeds and find out whether or not they have any for them.'
said,
SayyidnZ Abti Hurairah & reports that the Holy Prophet
"Allah Ta'ZlZ says 'I am free and above from associating with those associated with Me. Whoever does a good deed and then associates in it someone else with Me, then, I leave the entire deed for the one associated.'
And, according to another narration, 'I withdraw from that deed making
it exclusive for the person associated with me.' (Narrated by Muslim)
And Sayyidna 'AbdullZh ibn 'Umar & reports that he heard the
Holy Prophet
saying, 'Whoever does a good deed to earn a fair name
among people, then, Allah Ta'ZlZ too deals with him in a manner that he
is disgraced before them.' (Narrated by Ahmad in Shu'ab-al-'Tman - from Tafsir
Maqhari)

It appears in Tafsir al-Qurtubi that Sayyidnii Hasan al-Basri was
asked about ikhlEs (unalloyed sincerity) and riyal (showing off).He said:
IkhlZ~requires that your good deeds remaining hidden should be what
you like and the bad deeds remaining hidden should be what you do not
like. After that, if Allah T a a Z discloses your deeds before the people,
you should say, 'YZ Allah, all this is Your grace and favor, not the outcome of my deed and effort.'
And Tirmidhi reports from SayyidnE AbG Bakr

& that the Holy
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Prophet % once mentioned shirk by saying:
;i:&I
((It is
right there in you more stealthily than the soundless movement of an
ant). Then, he added, 'I tell you something which, if you do, you will remain safe against all sorts of shirk, major or minor (riya'). Make this
prayer (du'E? three times every day:
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0' Allah, I seek refuge with You lest I associate a partner with
You while I know and I seek forgiveness from You for what I do
not know.

Some Merits and Properties of Siirah al-Kahf
SayyidnZ AbG al-DardZ' & reports that the Holy Prophet $& said,
"Whoever remembers to recite the first ten verses of SGrah al-Kahf will
remain safe against the fitnah (upheaval, trial) caused by DajjZl
(anti-Christ). (Reported by Muslim, Ahmad, Abi~DZwEd and al-Nasa'?)
And Imam Abmad, Muslim and al-Nasa'i have reported within this
narration from SayyidnZ Abii al-DardZ' words to the effect that 'whoever
remembers to recite the last ten verses of SCrah al-Kahf will remain safe
against the fitnah of DajjEl.'
And according to a narration of SayyidnZ Anas &,the Holy Prophet
$$! said, "Whoever recites the initial and the concluding verses of Siirah
al-Kahf will have light for him, from his feet up to his head. And whoever recites this Siirah in full will have light for him, from the ground up to
the sky." (Reported by Ibn al-Sunni, and Ahmad in his Musnad)
And a s narrated by SayyidnZ Abii Sa'id &, the Holy Prophet @
said, "Whoever recites Siirah al-Kahf in full on the day of Jumu'ah will
have light for him until the next Jumu'ah. (Reported and declared as Sahih by
a l - H a m and al-Baihaqi in al-Da'awiit - from Mazha6)
To SayyidnZ 'AbdullZh ibn 'AbbZs & someone said, 'I resolve in my
heart to wake up in the later part of night and make SalXh but sleep
overtakes me.' SayyidnZ 'AbdullZh ibn 'AbbZs said to him, 'recite the last
9
1LC'$ (109) to the end of the
verses of SGrah al-Kahf - from:
SGrah (110) - before you sleep. Then, the time you intend to wake up will
be the time when Allah Ta'ZlZ will wake you up.' (Reported by ath-Tha'alibi)

And according to the Musnad of al-Darimi, Zirr ibn Hubaish told
'Abdah, 'Anyone who sleeps after having recited these last verses will
wake up a t the time he or she intends to.' And 'Abdah says, 'we have
tried this repeatedly. It happens just like that.'
An important Gord of advice
Ibn al-'Arabi quotes his Shaikh, TurtZshi: 'Let not the hours of your
dear life pass away confronting contemporaries and socializing with
friends. Watch out! Allah TaSlZ has concluded His statement on the following verse:
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So the one who hopes to meet his Lord must do righteous deed
and must not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord 110
(Al-Qurtubi)
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267, 290, 317, 339, 345, 370, 457, 462,
470, 494, 495, 504, 520, 609, 616, 617,
662

JZnn 312
Jannah 205,

210, 216, 217, 246, 259, 318,

319, 339, 347, 457, 480, 504, 539, 611,
617, 662, 680

Jawhari, Abulfadl 592
Jerusalem, see Baitulmaqdis
Jesus Christ, see 'Tsa WI
Jews 25, 26, 37, 162, 167, 197,

Ka'b al-Ahbar

119, 200, 574, 579, 638,

664

Ka'b b. Mdik & 158,311,512
KafZlah (suretylguarantee) 120,132
KafErah
- of Yamin 407,448
E f i r 217,276,421,680
Kahf, the people of, 550, 572,573,574,
575, 576, 577, 578, 579, 580, 581, 582,
583, 584, 585, 586, 588, 589, 591, 592,
593, 594, 597, 598, 599, 600, 602, 603,
604, 605,606,607,647

248, 282,

290, 298, 299, 357, 358, 423, 427, 463,
464, 468, 529, 546, 547, 550, 560, 562,
571, 585, 601, 605, 607, 647, 648, 651,
652

Kalbi 169
KarZmah 69,590,591,593
Kashf (illumination) 549,634,655

KhabbEb b. Aratt 417

Jibra'il

47, 153, 281, 328, 403, 415,

457,458,485,525,545,547,571

JihZd

637, 638, 639, 641, 642, 643, 644, 645,
646,655

485,491,615,644

Jahannam (Hell) 217,

130, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628,

629, 630, 631, 632, 633, 634, 635, 636,

48, 252, 274, 311,355, 413,482,560,

579, 593

Jinns 200, 264, 303, 312, 525, 552,677
Jordan 323,354,581,623
Joshua. see Yusha' Wl
Joshua, the Book of 581

Khadijah b. Khuwailid 460,483
Khalil (the town) 110
Khashyah, explained 207
KhawZrij 538,680
Khilafah 104
Khurshev, Nikita 388
Khuzaimah b. ThZbit 381

Index
Kilafchu 672
KisrE (Cyrus), the monarch of Iran

583,586,593,598,633,641,645

31,651,673

Macrifatu$-SahZbah by AbE Ya'lZ

Kit& al-HawTitif 643
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Knowledge ('Ilm)
- is not personal excellence 393,394

- is a brotherhood of the learned 444
foremost in - 624
two kinds of - Shari'ah and Takwin 633
- of the unseen, see 'Ilm al-Ghayb

Kufr 237,238,417,426,495,509,621,665

(al) Lawh al-MahEz,

130, 137, 290, 474, 492, 502, 528, 532,
534, 536, 538, 539, 547, 548, 561, 564,

see 'Preserved

Tablet)

(al) LubZb 605
Lawshah (Lojah) 578
Laylatulqadr 230
Layya (wife of Ya'qTib ) 38, 156

541, 546, 550, 571, 585, 643, 652, 661,
667

Madyan 324,354
Magic 511
Mahdiyy 666,668
MahmEd b. Labld 684
Mahshar 67,141,289,290,327,529
Makkah 25, 37, 167, 175, 176, 219, 221,
222, 223, 268, 274, 275, 277, 279, 281,
282, 285, 297, 325, 357, 401, 422, 426,
448, 449, 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, 461,
509, 513, 519, 528, 529, 530, 540, 541,

Liquor 374
Lojah, see Lawshah
Ludd 660
Luqtah 41
LEt @&\ 174,243,320,323
Lyon Sidov 389

547, 549, 550, 556, 557, 571, 605, 609,
647

Malik b. Anas, Imam

120, 360, 444,

445,489,509,532

M
(al) Masjid al-Aq@ 453,460,461
(al) Masjid al-Haram 356, 453, 460,
461

(al) Masjid An-Nabawiyy 356,510
(al) MZwardi 49,106,602
(al) Mu'jim al-Awsat 603
(al) MukhtZrah 571
(al) MuwZfaqEt 361,362,363
(Tafsir) Mazhari 27, 30, 33, 87,

Ma'mun al-Rashid 298
Madinah 37, 351, 422, 460, 461, 529, 540,

102,

M d i k b. DinZr 142
M d i k b. Du'bar 51,52
ManshZ s/o K s u f
102,163
MaqZm MahmEd, see praised station
Marriage, see nik*
Martunis 663
Maryam, (Mary) 57,67,171,172
Mas'Tidi, the historian 673
Masjid 601
MasrGq b. Ajda' 615
Mesmerism 123
Mi'riij (Ascent to heavens)

220, 453,
454,456,459,460,470,519,520, 535

Index
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482, 483, 484, 485 486, 487, 490, 491,
492, 493, 494, 495, 504, 505, 508, 509,

Milk,

510, 511, 512, 514, 517, 519, 526, 527,

production of - 371, 372, 373

528, 529, 530, 531, 533, 534, 536, 538,

Miracle
- of G s u f &%I153

539, 540, 541, 542, 543, 546, 547, 548,

- of the Holy Prophet $& 193
Demand of t h e disbelievers to show 220,228,229,553
- of 'Xdam 281
- of msa 628,629

549, 551, 553, 555, 556, 560, 561, 563,
564, 570, 571, 575, 576, 582, 587, 588,
591, 592, 601, 602, 604, 605, 609, 613,
615, 616, 620, 621, 624, 625, 626, 627,
635, 640, 643, 644, 645, 647, 652, 657,
658, 662, 663, 664, 665, 666, 669, 680,

Mischief on the earth 213,462,463
Miskin, defined 638
681,683, 684, 685
Mongols 666,670
Muhammad b. Ka'b al-Quraqi 458
Moon
Muhammad b. Munkadir 641
- seen in the dream 24,27
Muhammad b. Sirin 63,637
- is subjugated 182, 184, 266, 267, 270,
Mujaddid A l f - t h a n i , see Ahmad
271
Sarhandi
Mousel, the city of 672
MujZhid 54, 56, 63, 117, 150, 195, 261,
Mu'Zdh b. Jabal

282, 302, 311, 366, 460, 475, 489, 519,

164,210

Mu'iiwiyah b. Abi Sufyiin

526,573,613,615
104, 495,

227, 232, 236, 238, 239, 243, 244, 245,

MujtZhid 140
MuksalminE 603
Munawi, 'Abdurra'uf 3 13
Munkar and Nakir 265
Muqaddimah Ibn KhaldGn 162,671
Muqiitil b. SulaymEn 141
Murder 495
~ S -\ Z 55, 57, 67, 130, 162, 163, 172,

246, 247, 248, 249, 251, 252, 253, 255,

250, 251, 252, 254, 255, 353, 432, 434,

261, 262, 267, 281, 285, 286, 288, 296,

438, 439, 457, 462, 466, 467, 526, 558,

297, 299, 300, 301, 303, 304, 605, 311,

559, 560, 622, 623, 624, 625, 626, 627,

316, 321, 322, 323, 325, 327, 332, 349,

628, 629, 630, 631, 632, 633, 634, 635,

350, 353, 356, 357, 361, 363, 364, 378,

636,645,655

519,579,593

Mu'jim al-BuldZn 672,673
Mu'tazilah 538, 680
Muhammad $& 25, 28, 30,

31, 32, 33,

34, 37, 60, 85, 90, 103, 120, 122, 132, 138,
139, 142, 145, 150, 158, 163, 165, 166,
167, 169, 171, 175, 176, 177, 183, 190,
192, 206, 210, 214, 215, 216, 220, 224,

379, 380, 381, 383, 399, 400, 401, 405,
407, 413, 414, 418, 422, 426, 427, 429,

MusZ b. 'Uqbah 460
Muslim, Imam 32, 51, 61, 62, 103, 139,

430, 440, 441, 442, 445, 447, 448, 450,

155, 157, 214, 215, 227, 244, 253, 290,

453, 545, 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, 460,

305, 322, 494, 495, 504, 509, 533, 542,

465, 467, 468, 470, 473, 478, 480, 481,

546, 547, 615, 616, 624, 627, 636, 643,

Index
644, 662, 663, 669, 670, 674, 680, 681,
683,684,685

Muzani 360

N
Nahdi, AbG 'UthmEn 475
( a l ) ~akha';,IbrZhlm 419,510,615
Nabiyy ( P r o p h e t )

(al)

- is protected 60
the duty of - 95
is a human being 170,357,554
whether a woman can be a - 172
is generally from urban area 173
- is sent to every nation 193, 349
- has wife and children 226,
mission of a - 236
- is sent in the language of the people 243
- is not overpowered by his emotional
state 280
- is responsible for conveying the message
only 348
can a - be affected by magic? 511
- is sent a s a Warner - 620

-
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NawwZs b. Sam'% 658
Nebuchadnezzer 31,463,465,649,652
Necessity 423
Nik* ( m a r r i a g e ) 419
Nimriid 148,153,427,649
Niyyah ( i n t e n t i o n )

268

Nu'man b. Bashh 575,615

mb

171,256,278,281,435,462,474,

658, 666

Numbers, the book of - 581

-

Ornaments 339,342,610,611

Orphan 497,498

Pakistan 349
Palestine l l o , i 4 0 , 1 5 5 , 163,469,579,652
Parables 203,204,205,259,261,262,614
Parents,

Nadr b. Hiirith 471,571
Nadr b. Said 561
the rights of - 479, 480, 483, 484
Nadwi, MaulZnE Muhammad Surighteousness of - reaches children 640
layman 581
Patience, see Sabr
Nafs 314,402
Persia, see Iran
Nafs Mutma'innah 98
Petra 580, 581
Nafs, 'ammarah 96,98
Pharaoh 67,432,434,438,439,558
Nafs, Lawwarnah 98
Pledge, see covenant
Najdah al-Hariiri 635
Potiphar, see 'Aziz of Misr
Najriin 602
Praised station ( M a q Z m M a h m i i d )
Knotaw?, MaulZnZ M. Ya'qiib 337
531,538,539
Nasa'i 261,322,460,559,570,586
Prayer, see Salah or D u T
Naskh ( a b r o g a t i o n 230
Preserved Tablet ( a l - L a u h alNationalism 584
Mahfiz) 229,231,246, 621
Nausherwan 673
Prophet, see Nabiyy
Nawf al-BakZli 623
Prostration

Index
- of the sun, moon and the stars 24, 27
- of the parents and brothers of Yiisuf 152
two kinds of - 157
- as a part of SalEh 163
- to someone other than Allah 164, 178,
60 1
merits of - 311
Refusal of Satan to - 313
- of the shadows 368
- of the angels 313,368, 619
- in tahajjud 538

Punishment of Grave 263.264

700
recitation of - 238, 239, 262, 327, 412,
562, 563
understanding of - 241, 366
miraculous quality of - 245
methodology of - 252,576
- protected from distortion 298, 299, 300
- tested by a Jew 298,299
summary of - 326
Modern transports in the - 337
seven versions of the -361
is exposition of every thing 398,399
the way of - is the most upright 471
- is a cure 531,542
- is divided in portions 558
no crookedness in - 569,572

-

Quraish 167, 175, 281, 528, 530, 547, 549,
(al) QZmiis al-MuhIt 613
550,609, 647
(all Qurtubi 27, 28,41, 44,47, 50, 52, 61,
72, 91, 102, 109, 129, 130, 138, 139, 140, Qurtubah (Cordova) 513
143, 144, 145, 148, 158, 162, 242, 247,
281, 298, 311, 327, 352, 353, 356, 395,
402, 403, 429, 449, 455, 459, 464, 479,
481, 489, 502, 508, 509, 510, 511, 513,
516, 517, 532, 535, 542, 546, 577, 580,
592, 596, 597, 598, 606, 616, 617, 620,
631,641,644,645, 669,670,680,684

Qadiiin;, Mirza GhulZm Q m a d

30

QZf, the mount of 673,674
QafqEz 673,674
Qagag al-Qur'Zn 648,672

Qushairi 542

R
RZ'il, see ZulaiM7Ei
Rabb, called for someone other
than Allah 58
ail (wife ofYacqiib@I) 38, 156
Rahma daughter of f i s u f
163

w\

RamadZn 132
RaqZi'iq Ibn al-MubZrak 509
Raqim 573, 574, 577, 578, 579, 580,
599

QimZr (gambling) 48
QiqZg (see also retaliation) 496,497
Qitfir, see 'Aziz of M i ~ r
Qiyiis 360,399
Qur'Zn
The style of - 24
the terminology of - 172, 546
- is a guidance 177
- is a mercy 177, 531
veracity of - 182

Raqyiis,
the city of - 579

Ray,
the town of - 512

RayyZn b. 'Usaid 55
REz~,AbG 'Abdulla 402
R;;izi, Fakhruddin 313, 360
Red Sea 623
Relations

581,

Index
maintaining the - 207, 214, 215, 231,
404,483,488
to cut o f t h e - 213

Sahl b. 'AbdullZh 518
Sahl b. Musdh 570
Sahl b. Sa'd 289
SalZh 209, 214, 266, 268, 269,

Repentance (Taubah) 424
Resurrection 514,515,516
274, 248,
282, 311, 312, 326, 327, 414, 457, 460,
Retaliation 428,447,448,449,496
487, 531, 532, 533, 534, 534, 536, 562,
RisZlah, (Prophethood of Muharn563,601, 643,683
mad B)182, 190,665
SalZm
Riya' 682,683,684
- as greeting 217
Ruebel (Rueben) 40
- of the rocks to the Holy Prophet @ 509
R* al-BayZn 370,431
Salamah b. al-Akwa' 48
RGh al-Ma'ZnT 156, 228, 305, 321, 324, SallZm 671
357, 430, 431, 433, 478, 527, 561, 570, SalmZn al-FZrisi 164,609,620
674
Samarkand 672
Rch, see spirit
Samurah b. Jundub 456
Riimi, Jalaluddin 638
Sanunis 603
RummZni 357
Ssrah, wife of IbrZh5m
172
Russia 670,672
Sarandhip, (Ceylon) 281
Sarinunis 603

=\

(al) Sha'bi, 'Amir 311, 419
(al) Suyiiti JalaluddTn 247,

264, 508,

572

Sa'd b. 'UbZdah 615
Sa'd b. Abi WaqqZs 680
Sa'id b. Jubair 162, 229,

speech of - in the Hereafter 258
511, 515, 573,

596, 615

Sa'id b. M a n ~ i i rH Z ? 490
Sa'Td b. Musayyab 311,366,484
Saba' b. Hakam 490
Sabbath 560
Sabr 144, 145, 151, 159, 208, 215, 217, 252,
217,252,253,254,273

Sadaqah 149, 150,216, 268
Safiyyah 138, 139
Safwan b. 'AththZl 560

Satan
- is an open enemy 24, 27, 71, 516
input of - in dreams 28,33, 138
- snatches the galah 146
- causes rift 152

- is banned from the heavens 303
- hears the conversation of angels 303,
304

- hit by flames 304
refuses to prostrate 313, 520
- has no power over special servants 316,
520,521,522
- makes evils look good 371
protection against - 412

Scruple 64, 65,216, 531
Secular Economy 436
Self-praise 84,97,106, 151
Seoharwi, see Hifzurrahman
ShaddZd b. Aws 456

Index
ShZfi'i, Imam

360, 414, 419, 420, 443,

446

Suhayb RiimI
freedom from - 415

extravagant are brothers of - 489
Shahid (martyr) 413,539,617
instigation of - 520
Shameful Acts 399,404,405
voice of - 521
refuses to prostrate - 313, 619
Sharm al-Shaikh 623
- has offspring 620
Shatibi 361,362,363
- has accomplices and armies 621
SulaymZn 219,463,465,649
Shibli, the sage 641
Sumayyah 417
Ships 267,270
Shirk 58, 157, 168, 170, 237, 238, 274, 278, Sun
332, 349,426,601, 621,682, 683 685
- in the dream of K s u f @I 24
- is subjugated 182, 184,266,270, 271
Shu'ab al-'TmZn 142, 246,480,481,613,
SalZh a t the decline of the - 531
684
- turns away from the cave 589
where the - sets 654
Shu'ayb
324,436
Supplication see D u P
Shukr 159,252,253,254,273
Siir, see trumpet
Sidq, defined 540
Surety, see Kafiilah
Sidratul MuntahZ 457
Swearing 321,322,348,406
SinZi, the desert of, see ~ i h
Swine,
SirZt,
A

the bridge of - 290,617

prohibition of - 423

Synagogue 298
Syria 163, 167, 219,

sky 183,302,304,393
248, 279, 280,
Soviet Russia 389
322,325,353,354,461,529,556
Soviet World 388
Syriac language 247
Space 302
Spain 513,578,579,637,672
Spirit (R*) 313, 314, 315, 331, 544, 545, (al) TabarZni, 28,246,539,563
546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552, 571,
(al) Tabari, see Ibn Jarir
547
(all TibI 176
Stars
Ta'awwudh 414
- seen in the dream 24, 27
fall of - 304, 305
Ta'widh (charm) 126,153
- show the path 340,343
Tabaria 660,661
Stellar formations 302
Tabdhir (extravagance)
Suddiyy 59, 109,357,573,623,669
Tab= 158
SUES 631
Tafsir al-JawEhir 672
SufyZn al-Thauri 157
Tafsir HaqqZni 464,581,582
SufyZn b. 'Uyaiynah 275,299

281,

Index

-
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Tafsir Kabir 671
Tahajjud 533,534,538,539,540,563
TahZwi 360
Taimi, 'Abdul A'la 561
Takabbur (arrogance) 504
Takwin 634

Thawban 290
Throne ('Arsh)

Tibet 672
Tih?the desert of; 252
TTmUr, the lame (Taimiir) 672
Tirmidhi 32, 90, 261, 360, 448, 480,

Talhah b. 'UbaidullZh 318
Tamlikhii 598,599, 603
Tangiers, see Tanjah

504,

526, 540, 559, 563, 570, 615, 616, 640,
663,672, 673, 676, 683, 684

Torah

Tanjah (Tangiers) 623
TantZwi 672
Taqdir 231
Taqlid 358,360,361,362
TaqwZi 151, 174,269,360,450
Tariqah (Ta~awwuf)
631,632
Tarsus, see Ephesus
Tasawwuf, see Tariqah
Tasbih
- of the heavens and the earth 507
- of the mountains 508
TZtZrs 670,674,576
Taubah, see Repentance
Tauhid (Oneness of Allah) 182

182, 184, 461, 507, 527,

681

25, 26, 38, 163, 177, 298, 299, 357,

358,505,571,581

Trade 355
Trumpet (SGr) 514
Tubba' Himyari 651
TGr, mount of 461,660,667, 668
Turks 666,669,670,672
Turtushi 686

(al) 'Uqaili 527,615
'Ubaid b. 'Umair 616
'Ulama'
195,

236, 267, 274, 332, 338, 340, 384, 426,
442,479, 507,585

Tawiif 175, 276, 651
Tawakkul 125,596
TZwus b. KaisZn 682

the duty of -95
taqlid o f - 358
- who need not to follow a mujtahid 359
- are deputies of the prophets for da'wah
434
shortcomings of the - today 441,443,444
- are not to answer every question 548,
549
qualities of true - 561
- should not tolerate violation of Shari'ah
632

Tha'labi 512
Thamiid 174,256,287,325,519
'Umar b. Khattab 55, 158, 261, 322,
354, 366, 455, 464, 505, 517, 563, 592,
Thana'ullZh ~ a nPat?,
i
QZdT 27, 142,
617,644

548,583,633, 645

ThEnavi Maulanii Ashraf 'Ali

175,

290, 297, 363, 397, 432, 526, 557, 581,
613, 679

'Umrah

175, 663, 666

'Uqbah b. Ab; Mu'ait 571
'Urwah b. Zubair 163

Index
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' ~ s m E n iMaulEnZ
,
Shabbir Ahmad Ya'jGj and Ma'jiij, see Gog and Mogog
549
E f i t h b. m 6 6 6
'UthmZn b. 'AfGn & 199, 361, 381, YahGdZ (Judah, s/o Ya'qiib ) 40, 45,
382, 538,640

'UthmZn b. Maz'Tiin 400,401
'Uyainah b. Hisn al-Faziiri 609

47,51, 136, 154, 155, 157

YahyZ b. Aktham 299
Yaman 219,469, 651
f i s h , MaulEnZ Muhammad

'Uzair @I 679
337
Ubayy b. Ka'b 265,448,456,623,624
E s i r 417
Uhud, the battle of 333,222, 251, 447, Yiisha' (Joshua) b. Nun @\ 163,
530

Umayyah b. Abi al-Salt 487
Umayyah b. Khalaf 609
Umm HZni' 455,456,461
UstuwZnah HannZnah 509

VW
Wahb b. Munabbih 574
Wahy (revelation) 28,60, 127, 170, 364,
374,375,545,549,655

Walid b. Mughbah 328,401
Waliyyullah, Dehlawi, Shah 363
WZqidi, Mubammad b. 'Amr 458
Waqiyyah (will) 429
Water Supply 307,371
WZthiq billah 671
Will see Wasiyyah
Wisdom (Hikmah), defined 430

XY
Ya'qiib @\25, 27, 32, 34, 38, 39, 43, 44,
47, 48, 49, 70, 78, 110, 113, 114, 115, 116,
117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124, 125,
126, 128, 131, 135, 138, 140, 141, 142,
143, 144, 145, 146, 148, 154, 155, 156,
157, 158,159, 162

623,624,625,627,629,630

K s u f (Joseph) @I
dream of - 24, 27,152
story of - 25, 26, 27, 32,

34, 37, 38, 39,
40, 41, 53, 576
brothers of - 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45, 52,
108,111,121 139,140,146
- in the pit 46,48, 51
shirt of - 49, 152, 153, 155
- sold 54
- seduced by Zulaikha 57, 58, 59, 60, 61
Burhan shown to - 63,64,66
- saved from accusation 68, 70, 71
- imprisoned 74,75,76,77,78,79,80,83
- interprets dreams 84, 86, 87, 88
- seeks release from prison 85
- called by the king 89
- refuses to be released 90, 91
- declared innocent 93,97
brought to royal court 99, 100
wisdom of - 100, 101
- appointed a s Finance Minister 101, 103,
104, 105, 107
- married Zulaikha 102
accomplishment of - during his rule 108,
110,111
behavior of - with his brothers 115, 116
- detains his brother 128
accused of theft 134
why - was most favorite to his father 142
- discloses the truth to his brothers 147,
148
- meets his father 152
- forgives his brothers 153
miracle of - 153
gratitude of - 159, 160

-

Index
prayer of - 161
faith of - 163

z
Zabiir 357, 358,517
Zainab b. Jahsh, Ummul Mu'minin
663

ZajjaJ 357
ZakZh 132,209,214,216,268,617,638
Zamakhshari 427
Zayd b. Arqam 327
ZinZ 494,596
Zirr b. Hubaish 686
Zubair b. 'AwwZm 318
Zuhd 278,372,596
Zuhri, Ibn ShihZb 305,419
ZulaikhZ 49, 55, 57, 58, 59, 60, 63, 66, 68,
71, 73, 74, 75, 92, 93, 94, 96, 99, 102, 163
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